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Kot her bitb. 


BELOVEPD, 


HE following Diſcourſes which 
& Once you heard from the Pul- 
pit, I haze reviſed, enlarged, 
and doe my Endeavour to 
= adapt them to the ordinary 
— Capacities, both of Parents 

and Children; with a Defien (if God ſhall 
couchſafe his Pleſſing) to render them uſeful 
in our Families, and to animate us with Vi- 
gour, in the Purſuit of that excellent Know- 
ledge, which is the Glory of our Religion, the 
Admiration f Angels, the Envy of Devils, 
and the Delight and Happineſs of all fmcere 
Chriſtians. I heartily wiſh this Publication 
may make ſome little Amends for my defeftive 
A 2 Viſita- 


—— ——ͤ 22 N 


iv The Dedication. 
Viſitations, which I 3 lament, but can- 
not help ; and which, indeed, you have the 
Goodneſs to bear with, and excuſe, upon the 
Account of my great Infirmity. May our good 
God, in Compaſſio to me, and Love to you, 
make up the Defett of one Senſe (in his poor 
Servant) with a double Portion of his Holy 
Spirit; that the Work of Grace may meet 
with no Interruption on his Part, nor any 
guſt Cauſe of Complaint on yours ; but may 
ouriſh with us, to our mutual Comfort and 
Satisfattion. That Feſus Chriſt may be tru= 
ty honoured, and ſincereſly adored by us. That 
55 Kingdom and Intereſt may thrive with 
1s, and his revealed }Vill be in the higheſt Re- 
putation among us. And as no Work is more 
acceptable to God, and beneficial to our ſelves, 
and our dear Children than this, ſo by none is 
it more ardently defired, than by | 


Your Apeitionate Miniſter, 


KNOWLEDGE 


OF THE 


SCRIPTURE: 


erreeterrerzercerortocte 


2 1 iii. 15. 


And that from a Child thou haſt *. 
tbe Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
| make thee wiſe unto Salvation, througb 


Faith mob « 1 in Jeſus Cbriſt. 


Pall sorts of Knowledge that is 
| the beſt, and the moſt worthy of 
our Pains and Search, which 


and Nature, and to promote our 
TOO great and ultimate End, the 

Glory of God, and our final Happineſs : And 

Wis is the Knowledge yy the Holy —_— 
or 
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For the Acquirement of this excellent and 
uſeful Knowledge, Timothy early enters a 
Diſciple or Scholar ; and by Love towards it, 
and Study and Diligence about 'it, he became a 
great Proficient in it, he arrived to the true and 
ſaving Knowledge of the Scriptures, to that 
Knowledge of them which led him to the Be- 
lief, the Love, and Practice of them, and pre- 
vail d with him univerſally to regulate his Con- 
verſation by them. FN | 

And this too in his youthſul Days ; as the 
Apoſtle obſerves in the Text, to his Praiſe and 
Commendation. From a Child thou haſt 
known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee 4 unto Salvation, through Faith 
which is in Jeſus Chriſt. In which Words 
the Apoſtle doth tacitly hint, though not open- 
ly expreſs, his good and early Education and 
Inſtruction; as well as commend him for his 
ſingular Improvement. 

For without underſtanding the Apoſtle thus, 
tis hard to conceive, without a Miracle of 
Grace, how Timothy ſhould come to engage 
ſo early in learning the Holy Scriptures, What 
but this ſhould direct his Choice, and determine 


* 
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or to the unskilful and ignorant, to aſſiſt 
and remedy the Defects of their Underſtand- 
ings. | " 854 
And according to the Apoſtle, this very 
Courſe God takes with Perſons of riper Vears, 
even the Adult, to inform their Minds, and to 
reform their Hearts and Lives: As when he puts 
theſe Queſtions, Hop ſhall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed ? And how fhall 
they believe in himof whom they have not heard ? 
And how ſhall they hear without a Preacher ? 
Rom. x. 14. Which are ſtrong Negatives, 
and aſſure us that the ordinary and only practi- 
cable Way, as to Men, to become wiſe, and 
holy, and good, is the Way of Inſtruction. 
This, undoubtedly, Timothy had the Ad- 
vantage of; for the Apoſtle takes Notice of his 
Mother Ermice, and his Grandmother Lois, as 
Perſons of good Report in the Church of 
Chriſt, and remarkable for their unfeigned 
Faith, and ſingular Piety, 2 Tim. i. 5, And 
how natural 'tis for pious Parents to give their 
dear Off-ſprings early and good Inſtruction and 
Diſcipline, univerſal Experience can teſtify. 
Godly Parents are an unfpeakable Bleſſing 
and Benefit to Children ; Nature and Grace, 
Religion and Affection, conſtrains them to all 
the Offices of Love and Goodneſs they are ca- 
pable of ; and induces them chearfully to lay 
out, and carefully to lay up, all they. have 
for them here, and to be very ſolicitous for 
their Happineſs hereafter. GEL 
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Hence tis eaſy to conceive the Apoſtle's 
Senſe, when he faith, That from a Child thou 
haſt known the Holy Scriptures. Aro Bpipes, 
from thine Infancy, as ſoon as thou waſt capa- 
ble of learning, thou waſt inſtructed in the ho- 
ly Scriptures, by thy Mother Eunice, and 
4 randmother Lois . h | 
Hence we may obſerve, _. Pr 

That the ſure May to bave our Children 
become wiſe unto Salvation, is to inſtruct them 
betimes in the Knowledge of the holy Scriptures. 

In treating on theſe Words I ſhall ſpeak to 
theſe Particulars, | 


I. Demonſtrate that Parental Inſtruction =. 


good and ſure Way, to make our Children 


become wiſe unto Salvation. | 

II. Conſider that this Inſtruction is a Duty, 
and incumbent upon Parents. | 

III. Conſider what is required of Children 
themſelves, in Order to attain and reach the 
Ends of paternal Inſtruction. HOT 

IV. Shall demonſtrate the Excellence and 
Sufficiency of the holy Scriptures, for the Pur- 
poſes ſpoken of. And, laſtly, apply the 
Whole. | 


I, Let us demonſtrate that Parents inſtruct- 
ing their Children in the holy Scriptures, is a 
good and ſure Way for them to become wiſe 
unto Salvation. "This we ſhall do to the Pur- 
poſe ; by ſeriouſly conſidering what Kind of 
Knowledge that is which denominates Men 

| wiſe 


Of Knowing the Scripture, 5 
wiſe unto Salvation ; and what Books or Wri- 
tings they be which are moſt adapted and-fit< 
ted to attain ſo great and deſirable an End * « 

1. Let us conſider what Kind of Know- 
ledge that is which denominates Men wiſe unto 
Salvation ? This Knowledge in its own Na- 
ture is ſpiritual and ſublime ; and in general 
conſiſts in the Knowledge of our ſelves and our 
Sin, And, 2. In the Knowledge of God, 
and his Almighty Mercy that faves us. 
(..) It conſiſts in the Knowledge of our 
ſelves, of our Sin, and Fall, and the univerſal 
Pravity and Corruption of Heart and Nature 
that enſued, together with the dreadful Cala- 
mities Mankind are involved in for the ſame ; 
and which (of themſelves) they can neither 
prevent nor eſcape. (2.) It conſiſts in the 
Knowledge of God ; in what he is in himſelf, 
in his Attributes, and the Perfections of his Na- 
ture and Being: That he is independent, ſelf- 
ſubſiſtent, eternal, inviſible, incomprehenſible, 
and immortal ; infinite in Wiſdom, Power, 
Holineſs, Juſtice, Goodneſs, and Truth. That 
all Things were made by him and for him, and 
are under the Care and Government of his 
Providence continually, That in him we live, 
and move, and have our Beings ; and from 
him every good Gift, and every perfe& Gift 
doth come. 'That his Will is the Rule of our 
Faith and Duty ; and that his Almighty Mer- 
cy, Love, and Goodneſs, Gc. in and by his 
beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt, doth fave us from 
our Sins, and from the juſt and ſad Conſequen- 

| _ CCS 
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ces of them ; and procures Redemption and 
Salvation for all penitent Believers, from one 
End of the World even unto the other. | 
This Kind of Knowledge it is, that hath 
the Preference of, and is infinitely more valu- 
able, than any other Sort of Knowledge what- 
ſoever, as it is adapted unto, and by its ſpiri- 
tual Nature and Tendency, ſerves to make us 
wiſe unto Salvation. Every one, therefore, 
that is well verſed in, that is skilful and well 
acquainted with this Knowled;,c, I mean, that 
is favingly enlightened in theſe Doctrines, he 
1s certainly wiſe unto Salvation. 

2. What Books or Writings they be 
which contain this excellent Knowledge, which 
is of ſuch Moment and Advantage both to us 
and our Children; and which we muſt have 
Recourſe unto, and diligently conſult, for the 
Purpoſes ſpoken of? 

They are the ſacred Writings of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, or the Holy Bible, the only 
Book of Life in the World, which incompara- 
bly exceeds all other Books, in the Excellency 
of the Matter it contains, the Majeſty of its Style, 
the Sublimity, Spirituality, Verity, and Puri- 
ty of its Doctrine and Precepts, the Preciouſ- 
neſs of its Promiſes, and the infallible Certain- 
ty of their Performance. On this divine Book, 
we may with Confidence and Comfort rely, 
as on our ſure and unerring Guide to Heaven 
and Glory ; as the Rule of our Faith, and our 
Ives, and what is every Way ſufficient to 
make both us and our Children wiſe unto Sal- 
vation, Now 


Of Knowing the Scripture. 7 
- Now as that Knowledge which denominates 
Men wiſe unto Salvation, is in its own Nature 
ſpiritual and divine, and is no where to be 
Gund or learned but in the Bible, then it fol- 
lows, 'That when Parents inſtru& their Chil- 
dren in the holy Scriptures, they take a ſure 
Courſe to make them wiſe unto Salvation. 
For'as the Study and Knowledge of the Laws 
of the Land are a ſure Way to become able 
Counſellors ; and the Knowledge of the me- 
dicinal Science, to be able Phyſicians ; fo 
the Knowledge of the holy Scriptures, to be- 
come good Chriſtians, and wiſe unto Salva- 
tion. N 
Books of all Faculties contain in them, and 
treat of thoſe Matters which peculiarly tend to 
the Improvement of Men in their reſpective 
Profeſſions. And in Proportion to their Dili- 
gence and Care about them, ſuch commonly 
is their Improvement by them. The holy 
Scriptures are ſingularly adapted, and every 
Way ſuited to the Purpoſes of Light and 
Grace, of Knowledge and Holineſs ; or accor- 
ding to the Apoſtle in the Text, are able to 
make us wiſe unto Salvatiom. When therefore 
we ſeriouſly devote our ſelves to the Study and 
Practice of them, and carefully and diligently 


| inſtruct our Children in the Knowledge of 
them, we are ina good Way to attain our 
End; and take the beſt Method to become 
wiſe unto Salvation. But ſo much for the firſt 
Particular, ; 5 | 


| IL. That 
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II. That this Inſtruction is a Duty, and in- 
cumbent upon Parents. Bare Nature and Affe- 
Ein. prompts Parents to do all good Things 
for their Children, and to avert all evil Things 
from them, Children are in the neareſt Rela- 
tion to Parents ; they are Fleſh of their Fleſh, 
and Bone of their Bone; they came from their 
Loins, and are born from the Belly ; and as 
they are nearer in Blood, ſo in all Reaſon are 
they dearer (than others) in their Affections. 
Tis no Wonder, therefore, that the Welfare 
and Happineſs of ſuch precious Branches of 
themſelves, ſhould be upon the ſame Foot, and 
equally regarded with their own ; and that 
they ſhould chearfully do all they can to inte- 
reſt them in it, and to ſecure and prepare them 
for it. And if bare Nature and Affection will 
lead and prompt Men, thus to love and ſerve 
their Children: How much more will they do 
ſo, when the divine Precept is joyned with it 2 
Such a ſingular Regard hath God for Children, 
and of ſuch precious Account are they in his 
Eyes, that he omits nothing that is conducive 
for their Welfare and Happineſs : His own 
Providence ſhews that he is not unmindful of 
them ; and his Word declares, that their own 
Parents ſhall not neglect them. God will not 
ſuffer them to want either Preſervation or In- 
{ſtruction ; the former he undertakes himſelf; 
the latter is the Province of their Parents, and 
he holds them to the ſtrict and faithful Perfor- 
mance thereof ; ſaying, T heſe Words which I 
command thee this Day, ſhall be in thine 
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Heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently 


unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk of them toben 
thou fitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou 
walkeft by the Way, and when thou lięſt down, 
and when thou riſeſt up, Deut. vi. 6, 7. Be- 


hold the Care and Kindneſs of God to Little 


Children : 'They are ignorant of Letters, they 
know nothing of God, of his Ways and Wor- 
ſhip; they cannot inſtruct themſelves, their 
tender Parents ſhall do it. In their Infant 
State they are only capable of Learning; but 
O the Goodneſs of God to them! To prevent 
the Infuſion of corrupt Principles from bad 
Teachers, he himſelf provides them Maſters of 
his own chuſing ; faithful, loving Parents, 
whoſe. Happineſs is jointly interwoven with 
their own, and whoſe Bowels will awaken in 
them a due Concern to do them all the Good 
they poſſibly can. And that thoſe Guides of 
their Youth might neither err themſelves, nor 
miſlead their Scholars, in the important Mat- 
ters of eternal Life, infinite Wiſdom hath given 
them an infallible Rule for their Directory: 
Thoſe Words which I command thee this 
Day, ſhall be in thine Heart; and thou ſhalt 
teach them diligently unto thy Children, Gc. 
And if Parents confider the Circumſtance of 
Time ſpecified, and particularly pointed at in 
the Text, in which they muſt enter upon, and 
engage in this Duty, 'twill encourage them to 
fet about it with Vigour and Reſolution ; and 
that upon this Account, Becauſe it preſents 
them with a beautiful Proſpect of — 

| —_ eems 


lo Knowing the Scripture,” 
ſeems to aſfure them, hat their Labour” ſhall, 
not be in cain. The Time Parents ire! td be- 
gin and enter upon the Work of Inſtruction, 
Is in Childhood : As ſoon as their Children 
are capable. to learn, they ſhould diligently. 
teach them, and take all Opportunities to in- 
culcate thoſe plain, eaſy, and neceſſary Leſſons 
upon them, which are ſuitable to their Age and 
—— — and which tis the Will and good 
Pleaſure of the infinitely wiſe and holy God, 
they ſhould know and underſtanlccc * 
This youthful Seaſon is the beſt and moſt 
promiſing of all Seaſons, for Parents to enter 
upon ſo great and good a Work, a Work of 
the greateſt Moment and Conſequence both to 
themſelves and to their Children: For, ordi- 
narily ſpeaking, their preſent Comfort and fu- 
ture Happineſs, in a great Meaſure depends up- 
on it. I ſay, This is the beſt Scaſon; for now 
Children are tender, obſequious, and dutiful ; 
now they are eaſily perſwaded to hear, to 
learn, and to obey. Now a good Word will 
have more Influence upon them to lead them 
to their Duty, than the Exerciſe of the ſeve- 
reſt Diſcipline hereafter | if they prove. vici- 
ous | will reſtrain them from Sin. 
This is the proper Time to ſow the good 
Seed, and to plant the Divine Word, which, by 
God's Bleſſing, will thrive and ſpring up to Life 
everlaſting. Tis the Counſel of the Wiſe Man, 
Proc xxii. 6. Train up a Child in the Way be 
Hhould go, and when he is old he will not de- 
part fron it, This, indeed, is not univerſally 
true, 


1 
* 
10 


Of Knowing rhe Seripture. 11 
true,” ſad Experience confutes it; for too many 
miſcarry after the beſt and tendereſt Inſtruction, 
too many through the Influence of .bad Com- 
pany, the Preyalency of inward Corruptions, 
and incurable Obſtinacy, do either deſpiſe the 
Counſel and Example of their Parents, or 
elſe ſuffer (by an unaccountable Careleflneſs) 
the Impreſſions of carly Virtue and Piety to 
wear off. Such unhappy Children are 4 Grief 
to their Fither, and a Bitterneſs to her that 
bare them, Prov. xvii. 25. They, in a noto- 
rious Manner, diſparage their Birth, their Pa- 
rentage, and their Education; and, like the 
Sons of good old Eli, are publick Scandals, 
and do all the Wickedneſs they can, to bring 
down their Parents gray Hairs with Sorrow to 
the Grave. However, the Backſliding and 
Miſcarriage of ſome, muſt not be made Uſe of 
as an Argument to diſcourage Parents in their 
Duty to others. Whether ſome will hear or 
forbear ; whether they will attend unto and 
learn, or reject good Counſel ; yet if Men 
are deſirous to fave their own Souls, they 
muſt* be faithfal in teaching their Children 
diligently, all thoſe Things which God 
hath © commended them, and talk of them 
when they fit in their Hmiſes, when they lie 
drwn, and when they riſe up. They muſt 
uſe all Opportunities God puts into their 
Hands, and take all Advantages to inculcate 
and impreſs thoſe Things upon them; and be 
earneſt and diligent that they may take deep 
Root in them, that from Childhood they may 
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know the holy Scriptures, which are able to 


make them wiſe unto Sakeation, through Faith 
which is in Feſus Chriſt, Early Inſtruction is 
the ordinary Way of doing our Children Good, 
and ſecuring them from Evil; without this there 
is no Foundation to build a rational Hope upon. 
To become Proficients in the School of Chriſt, 
Men muſt take that Courſe, and follow that 
Methad which their Lord and Maſter , pre- 
ſcribes as the Way to it. This is direct, and 
the only poſſible Way, as to Men, to become 


wiſe unto Salvation, And this Way or Courſe 


is Inſtruction, which Men muſt regard, and be 
very diligent about, for -the Purpoſes ſpoken 
of, and that far this Reaſon, becauſe if they ex- 
pect and look for it ſome other Way, they then 
preſume without a Warrant : And though the 
Endeayours of Men be very inconſiderable to 
ſuch an End, yea nothing at all without the 
divine Bleſſing, yet there is no regular Hope 
without them. We muſt do our Duty, do our 
beſt, and utmoſt, and what is required of us, 
and leave the Iſſue to Ged. 

If thercfore good Men be careful and dili- 
gent in the Diſcharge of this early Duty, to 
initiate and inſtruct their Children in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, and to lead them in the 
Practice thereof by their own Example, they 
2 then comfortably hope the Fruit will be 
anſwerable to their Pains. But if the tender 


Age, by the unkind and ſlothful Parent be neg- 
lected, and the Children left to themſelves, or 


indulged in Folly and Idleneſs, and ſuffered to 
contract 
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contract evil Habits, and to be confirmed in 
them, his Authority then will be of little Force, 
and his Counſel and Example, though ever ſo 
good, too weak to reclaim them, Youth is 
the choice Seaſon and Time of Life to prepare 
the Heart, and plant Religion, If therefore 
Parents ſleep, or neglect this Seed- Time, if 
they can find neither Hearts nor Hands, nei- 
ther Leiſure nor Diſpoſition to improve it, they 
are ill Husbandmen, fooliſh, and fqulty ; and 
the Diligence and Providence of little Inſects 
ſhould both ſhame and correct them, unto 
whom Solomon ſends them to learn Inſtrudtion, 
Prov. vi. 6, 7, 8. Go to the Ant, thou Slug- 
ard; conſider ber Ways and be wiſe : Which 
CG no Guide, Overſeer, or Ruler, provi- 
deth her Meat in the Summer, and gathereth 
ber Food in the Hart. By the bare Inſtinct 
of Nature, thoſe little Creatures are led to exert 
themſelves, in the proper Seaſon of the Year, to 
gather in, and to lay up in Store, againſt a 
Time of Want and Scarcity. Youth is aur 
Summer Seaſon, and the beſt of Scaſons too, 
to husband our Time, to prepare the Heart, 
and ſow the Seed, which, by God's Blefling 
will flouriſh, and ſpring up to etcrual Life, 
This is our Plowing and Sowing Seaſon ; now 
we plow in Hope, and ſow in Hope, and uſu- 
ally God makes us Partakers of our Hope. 
3+ Let us conſider what is required of Chil- 
dren themſelves, in Order to attain and reach 
the Ends of Parental Inſtruction, 7. e. in Or- 


der to become wiſe unto Salvation. They are 


to 
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to attend unto their Parents Inſtruction atfen- - 
tively and patiently, to weigh and ponder it ſe- 


rioutly, to meditate upon it frequently, and to 


improve it diligently, and to believe it unfeign- 
edly. As their Duty branches out in theſe 
ſeveral Reſpects, tis requiſite to ſpeak ne L 
larly to each of them. 98 

1.) Children are to attend unto thetr- Pa- 


rents: Inſtruction attentively and patiently, 


This is ſpoken in Oppoſition to all careleſs, 
heedleſs, and negligent Hearing; and to all te- 
dious and impatient Waiting under it. For let 
the Inſtruction which is given be ever ſo good, 
ſo ſeaſonable, fo ſuitable and fubſervient to 
the Ends of Knowledge ; let it be delivered 
in the moſt mild and melting Manner, and the 
very Language expreſs how much the Chil- 
drens Intereſt is at the Parent's Heart, and how \ 
fain he would have them wiſe and happy ; yet” 


alt will turn to no Account, and be wholly loſt 


upon them, if they be heedleſs of it, and im- 
patient under it. For he that is careleſs, and- 
unattentive in Hearing, hath no-Mind to Learn 5 
and he that is indiſpoted to, or hath no Mind ; 
to learn, had rather be any Where than where 
Uiſtr bation is given. Saith the wiſe Preacher, 


rpc. xv. 5. A Fool d ſpiſeth his Father * 


Luſtiudtlion. Though it be ever ſo beneficial 
aud conducive to his Comfort here, and' his 
Kapp! inefs for ever, yet he ſets it at naught, 
he deſpiſes and diſregards it, and by Virtue 
thereof deprives hin elf of the Benetit of it, 
and cxpoſeth himſelf. to the greateſt Danger 
| thereby. 
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thereby. Saith Wiſdom, Becauſe I have cal- 
led, and ve refiiſed ; # oof hart fer at naught-all 
my- Counſel, and world none of my Reprocf : I 
will laugh ar your Calamity, Pill moch when 


nour- Fear cometh: Il pen your Fear cometh ts 


Deſolation, and pour Deſtrnftion cometh ur a 
Whirkwind ; thew ſhall vun tall upon me, bit 
T wit nut inifever ;'yor ſhall ſeek. me ear 51 = 


ſhall not fen nie, Prov. i. 24, 25, Oc. 


Deſpiſers of Counſel are fooliſh Child 
they reject their own Mercies; wid purſue their 
own Ruin. For in rejettins” the Counſel of 
God for their Amendment, they virtually re- 
ject the Means of Life, and take ſuch a Courſe 
as will unav oidably iſſue in Death; according 
to Seldom, tis not more a Parent's Duty to 
teach and inſtruct, than tis Children's Duty to 
hear and learn. P, 00. iv. 1. Hear, ye Chit 
dren, the Inftruftion of a Father, and attend 
70 Luce Underſtanding. And ver. 20. My Sor, 
attend to my Words, incline thine Ear unto 7 
Sayings. "The moſt excellent Things of 
Law and Goſpel, which Parents in Seafon, 
and out of Seaſon, do read unto, and inſtruct 
their Children in, muſt be heedfully regarded ; 
They muſt liſten to them ſeriouſly and atten- 
tively ; they muſt retain them ſtedfaſtly, and 
wait upon them unweariedly : Yea, they muſt 
come with a good- Diſpoſition, and with Alt 
humble and teachable Spirit, or they will pro- 
fit them little. 

(2. ) Children muſt ſeriouſſy weigh and pon- 
Woe their Parents InſtruGion, 'T hey mult. __ 


5 * h a. : 
— — 2 — 
> 2 — — 
- 


16 Of Knowing the Scripture, 
der and conſider from whence it came, the Mo- 
tivgs of it, and the Weight 'and Importance 
thereof. (1.) They muſt ponder and conſider 
from whence it came. Originally it came from 
'Truth and Bleſſednefs, whoſe Creatures we are; 
and upon whom we depend every Moment for 
Breath and Life: And mediately, from the 
Authority and Affections of our tender Parents. 
Thoſe very Perſons whom God hath made In- 
ſtruments of our natural Beings, he hath truſt- 
ed with the Care of our early Inſtruction, and 
holds them to the ſtrict and punctual Perfor- 
mance thereof; ſaying, All thoſe Things 
which I command thee this Day, ſhall be iu 
thy Heart, and thou ſhalt teach them dili- 
gently to thy Children, Deut. vi. 6, 7. From 
which Words we may obſerve, That tis not 
ſufficient for Parents to mind and regard God's 
Word themſelves, and by Faith and Affection 
purſue their own Happineſs by it ; but they are 
deeply concerned, and expreſsly commanded, 
to be early, dexterous and diligent in inſtruct- 
ing their Children therein likewiſe : 'That it 
might be of equal Advantage to both, even the 
Power of God for the Salvation of Parents 
and Children. Thus if Children ſeriouſſy 
weigh and ponder the Original Author, and the 
Inſtruments from and by whom their Inſtru- 
ions come, 2g. From the Living God, and 
their loving Parents, and the Defign of them, 
even their Advantage and Happineſs, then, 
ſurely, they will readily and * em- 
5 race, 
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brace, and by the Grace of God live up unto 
them. | 

(2.) Weigh and ponder the Motives of it. 
The Motives which induce Parents, and univer- 
fally prevail with them, thus to inſtruct their 
Children, are, ( 1.) Obedience to God, and a due 
Regard for their own Salvation. And, ( 2.) At- 
fection to their Children, expreſſed in a due Care 
for their Happineſs. (1. ) Obedience to God, and 
a due Regard for their own Salvation. Parents 
do not thruſt themſelves into this Office with- 
out a Commiſſion, uncalled, and uncommand- 
ed: They do not ſet up for Teachers and 
Guides in their Families, out of a vain Con- 
ceit of their own Abilities ; purely to ſhow 
their Parts, and exerciſe their Authority over 
their Children in ſpiritual Matters, but in Obe- 
dience to the Divine Will. 'That God, who 
is the Lord of the Univerſe, and the Judge of 
Angels and Men, and determines their State 
for ever; whoſe Servants they be, and up- 
on whoſe Providence they depend daily, for 
Being and Preſervation, hath made it their Du- 
ty, and holds them to the Performance there- 
of. And they cannot decline nor neglect it, 
without the greateſt Danger to themſelves ; 


without expoſing themſelves to the Penalty and 


Rigour of the Law, and incurring the Divine 
Diſpleaſure. For conſider, Matters of Duty, 
made ſo by the Divine Authority, as in the holy 
Scriptures, are not to be diſpenſed with ; for 
though they have no meritorious Virtue aſcri- 
bed to them, though they be no Grounds of 

| D Confi- 
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Confidence, yet they are of vaſt Importance 
to the Souls of Men, as Means: for upon their 
conſcientious Compliance with them, or noto- 
rious Contempt of them, depends, under Chriſt, 
their cndlefs Bliſs or Woe, One of them is a 
comfortable Evidence of every Thing that is 
both defirable and good, to encourage Hope, 
and raiſe Expectation of Bleſſedneſs, but the 
other ſadly preſages inevitable Ruin: Yea, if 
it be perſiſted in, it accelerates and ſeals the 
Doom of the unrelenting. Such as will not 
that I ſhould reign over them, ſaith our Savi- 
our, bring them hither, and {lay them before 
me, Luke xix. 27. Now in as much as the 
Fayour of God, and Men's final Happineſs ; or 
his Diſpleaſure, and their endleſs Miſery ; Things 
either of the moſt bleſſed, glorious, and comfort- 
able Moment, or of the moſt horrible, dreadful, 
and direful Conſequence, be the Fruit of their 
Obedience or Diſobedience: What Parents 
then, who have the Reaſon of Men, but more 
eſpecially the Faith of Chriſtians, will demur 
herein? Will be careleſs and lukewarm in their 
carly Inſtruction 2 Or will not rather engage 
chearſully therein, with the moſt zealous Aﬀe- 
ction; and that becauſe the Will of God, and 
their own Salvation requires it, and hath made 
it neceſſary 2 Which was the firſt Motive pro- 
poſed to induce Parents to the early Inſtruction 
of their Children. But, (2.) Another Motive 
is {incere Affection to their Children, expreſſed 
in a due Care and Concern for their Happineſs. 
Children who are naaer to their Parents, by 

Nature 
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Nature and Blood, than any other Creatures, 
are alſo dearer to their Aﬀections ; and the 
dearer they are to their Affections, the more 
tenderly they regard them, and the more rea- 
dy, active, and ardent they be to ſerve them. 
Now there is a double Duty incumbent on Pa- 
rents towards their Children, which Nature, 
Love and Religion prompts them unto, and re- 
quires of them. Firſt, A Care of their Bo- 
dies, and temporal Welfare in this World ; 
which muſt be ſuitable to their Abilities, and 
ſufficient to the Ends of a uſeful and comfort- 
able Life. Saith the Apoſtle, F any pro- 
wide not for his own; and eſpecially for thoſe 
of his own Houſe, he hath denicd the Faith, 
and is worſe than an Infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. 
And, Secondly, A due Care for their Souls, and 
their final Happineſs. This, indeed, is by far 
the greateſt of the two, and of the moſt vaſt 
Importance : For the former relates only to 
their periſhing Bodies, to the Comforts of this 
fading Life, which iſſue in certain Death; but 
the latter reſpects their immortal Souls, and 
immortal Happineſs in Heaven, which will ever 
abide, and never fail, nor decay, nor perith, 
but be always the ſame to endleſs Generations. 

This very Happineſs which is infinitely great 
and good, which is the Completion of all their 
Hopes, the Satisfaction of all their Deſires, and 
the Perfection of all their Powers, is the prin- 
cipal Care of pious Parents. Tis neareſt their 
Hearts, and deareſt -to their Souls ; and Aﬀe- 
ction to their Children induceth them to * 
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all due Care, and to uſe all poſſible Diligence 
to intereſt them in it, and to prepare them for 
it. To this End they enter them early in the 
School of Chriſt, and do read, and pray, and 
counſel, and inſtruct them in every Thing that 
is requiſite for them (and they are capable of) 
to know, to believe, and practiſe, in Order to 
do them good, to make them fo, and to train 
them up for Glory. This good Work Parents 
engage in, and carry on with the moſt tender 
Affection, and indefatigable Zeal. And no 
Wonder they do fo, becauſe tis their Children's 


Life, even their eternal Life. And what 


ſhould not Men and Women do, or what 
ſhould they ſpare upon ſuch Accounts ? Bare 
Nature inclines Men to pity and regard the 
Lives of their Beaſts; how much more doth 
Grace, or ſanctified Affection in Parents, move 
them to commiſerate their Children, and to 
awaken in them a tender Concern for their 
Happineſs : That ſuch precious Souls for whom 
Chriſt died, may not miſcarry, and be loſt 
through their Default and Neglect. Thus if 
Children ſeriouſly conſider the Motives of Pa- 
rental Inſtruction, . Obedience to God, and 
Regard for their own Salvation: And ſincere 
Affection to them, expreſſed in a due Care 
for their Happineſs : If there beſ any Virtue, 
or commendable Qualities, or Diſpoſition in 
them to that which is good, then will they 
think on theſe Things, and thankfully receive 
them, as ſo many Tokens and Expreſſions of 
their tender Care, and unfeigned Affection, and 
value them accordingly, (3-) Chil 


prove in Knowledge, Prov. ii. 1, 2, 5. M 
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{3.) Children muſt meditate upon their Pa- 
rents Inſtructions 1 25 tly. For tis not ſo 
much the Goodneſs of the Counſel that is gi- 
ven, as the cordial receiving, and ordinary 
minding of it, that benefits them. This in the 
Judgment of the wiſeſt, is a ſure Way to im- 


Son, if thou wilt receive my Words, and hi 
my Commandments with thee. $0 that thou 


incline thine Ear unto Wiſdom, and apply thine 


Heart unto Underſtanding, then ſhalt thou find 
the Knowledge of God. The receiving and 
laying up of divine Counſel in our Minds and 
Hearts, or the frequent Exerciſe of our Minds 
and Memories upon it by Meditation, ripens 
and matures our Conceptions of it, and makes 
the Impreſſion thereof deep and durable. And 
upon ſerious Enquiry, I believe, twill be 
found, That the Reaſon why the Counſels of 
God, and the good Inſtructions of Men, do 
affect ſo ſlightly, print and impreſs ſo faintly, 
and vaniſh away ſo quickly out of the Mind, 
is not owing ſo much to a frail and ſlippery 
Memory, as to the Negle& of Meditation. 
The Apoſtle was very ſenſible of this, and 
therefore ſeems to caution Timothy againſt it, 
as well as ms him to the contrary Practice : 
Saying, Neglect not the Gift of God in thee, 
meditate on theſe Things; that thy Profiting 
may appear to all, 1 Tim. iv. 14, 15. Medi- 
tation is the Nurſe of Wiſdom ; it feeds and 
nouriſheth it. The more frequently Children 
ruminate and think upon divine Inſtructions, 

the 
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the more converſant they be with them in their 
Minds, and the oftener they meditate upon 
them, the greater will be their Knowledge and 
Experience of them ; the better they'll under- 
ſtand them, and the greater Influence they will 


have upon their Hearts, in Order to the Pra- 


ctice of them. 

(4.) "Tis Children's Duty alſo to improve 
their Parents Inſtruction diligently. This is 
one main End of Inſtruction, and what renders 
it truly beneficial ; but if this fails, 'tis then 
wholly loſt, as Water ſpilt upon the Ground, 
and can never be recovered. This Conſidera- 
tion is of Weight, and every Way ſufficient, if 
attended unto, to awaken Children's Dili- 
gence, and to excite them to be ſpeedy and car- 
neſt in improving thoſe Mercies which the Li- 
ving God, and their loving Parents moſt free- 
ly and indulgently beſtow upon them ; and 
cauſe them to take Care that their profiting do 
bear ſome Proportion thereunto. They muſt 
take Heed that the Fruits and Effects of ſuch 
heavenly Inſtructions, do appear in their Lives 
and Converſations. For they are not to reſt 
ſatisfied in barely attending to what is taught 
them; their Buſineſs lies in being ready and 
diligent in practiſing what is required of them. 
Hearers of God's Word, and of that which is 
good, they may be, but they will never im- 
prove, amend, and grow better, and wiſer 
thereby, except they be Doers of it. Tis the 
Apoſtle's Caution, Be ye Doers of the Mora, 
and not Hearers only ; deceiving your own 

Souls, 
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S:1ls, James i. 22. This ſhould be carefully 
- attended unto, by every one who enters into 
the Chriſtian Race; becauſe ſuch as reſt ſatis- 
fied in Hearing only, do take up with that 
which will rather prejudice than profit them : 
And, in Effect, they put a Cheat and Fallacy 
upon their own Souls, and greatly hazard their 
Happineſs, For nothing is to the Purpoſe in 
Religion, but what anſwers the Deſign of it, 
and agrees with the Tenour of its Doctrines, 
Precepts, and Promiſes. Hearing, indeed, is 
a Duty, and in Order to Practice and Improve- 
ment; but if it doth not produce them, tis 
inſignificant, and doth rather offend than pleaſe 
God. "Twas a ſevere Reflection upon the 
Fetus, by the holy Prophet, And they come 
zinto thee as the People cometh, and they ſit 
before thee as my People, and they hear thy 
Words, bit they will not do them. For with 
their Mouth they ſheww much Lee, but their 
Heart goeth after their Covetoufneſs. And lo, 
thou art to them a wery lovely Song, of one that 
bath a pleaſant Voice, and can play well on 
an Iuſtrument, for they hear thy Words, but 
they do them not, Ezek. xxxiii. 31, 32. Chil- 
dren, as well as Men, may embrace every Op- 
portunity of Hearing that doth offer ; they 
may do it ſtatedly, and, in- Appearance, with 
great Delight, Aﬀection, and Devotion too ; 
but if what they hear be wholly unregarded 
and neglected, if it hath no Influence upon 
their Hearts, to warm them with Love to God, 
nor upon their Lives, to reform them ; if it 


doth 
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doth neither reſtrain them from Sin, nor excite 
them to Holineſs ; but in Spite of all they per- 
ſevere in their ungodly Ways, and without 
any Remorſe or Shame, eagerly purſue their 
Luſts and Pleaſures, this is a ſad Symptom of 
a ſpiritual Judgment, which we have too much 
Reaſon to fear is fallen upon them, T hat ſeeing 
they ſee, and not perceive ; and hearing they 
bear, and not underſtand. For the Heart of 
this People is waxed proſs, and their Ears 
are dull of Hearing, and their Eyes have they 
cloſed ; leſt they ſhould ſee with their Eyes, and 
bear with their Ears, and underſtand with 
their Heart, and be converted, and I ſhould 
heal them, Acts xxviii. 26, 27. compared 
with J1/a. vi. 9, 10. This very Judgment 
came upon the Zews, and that for the very 
fame Iniquity too; and as there is a Reſem- 
blance in the ſame Sin, ſo likewiſe is there a 
great Reſemblance in the ſame Calamity. 
Thoſe Children under the Diſcipline of pious 
Parents, and other good Inſtructors, who have 
all the Advantages they can deſire to become 
wild and good, and to continue ſo ; who hear 
and read the divine Word frequently, and ſee 
it practiſed before them daily, may be ſaid to 
dwell at Witdom's Gate, and to fit under the 
very Iniluences of Heaven; under thoſe Influen- 
ces Which ſoften and prepare the moſt obdurate, 
to receive the holy Seed, and which, by God's 
Bleſiing, brings forth good Fruit. 
What then mult their Hearts be compoſed 
of, and to what a Degree hardened, that ne- 
ver 
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ver melts, nor tenderly relents, under ſuch In- 
fluences, but are naturally as hard and blind, 
and barren, as if the Grace of God had never 
appeared to them? Barren, unfruitful Hearers, 


like barren Trees, are fit for nothing but the 
Fire. And the Sentence is, Cut them down, 


zwhy.cumber they the Ground ? Children nor 
Men, never profit and improve by the Holy, 


Scriptures, till by the Grace of God, they be- 


lieve them unfeignedly, and practiſe them dili- 
gently: When they mix Faith with their Hear- 
ing, and join Obedience with their Believing, 
then they improve and advance towards the 
Prize of the high Calling of God in Chriſt Fe- 


ſus; and then they gradually increaſe in that 


ſaving Knowledge which makes them 2viſe un- 


10 Salvation. "This, I ſay, is attained in the 


Way of Duty and Diligence; and is the very 
Method Timothy took to arrive at it, as is evi- 
dent by the Apoſtle's Charge to him, 1 Tim. iv. 
13, 14, 15. Give attendance unto Reading, 
Exhortation and  Dottrine. Neglect not the 
Gift that is in thee. Meditate upon theſe 
Things, give thy ſelf wholly unto them, that 
thy profiting may appear to all. Though Ti- 
mothy had uncommon Gifts, yet he muſt not 
neglect the ordinary Means of Improvement; 
much leſs muſt we; for though we may have 
the beſt of Teachers, and the beſt Precepts, 
and Example ſet before us, yet we ſhall never 
become good Proficients in the School of Chriſt, 
not make any tolerable Progreſs in the Know- 


ledge of the Holy Scriptures without Dili- 


E gence. 
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gence. 'Diligence is the only Way of Im- 


provement ; by God's Blefling it maſters all 


' Difficulties, and makes the Ways of Religion 


ſmooth, pleaſant and profitable. It maketh us 
rich, as the wiſe Man tells us. It enriches our 
Souls as well as our Bodies, it ſtocks our 
Heads with Knowledge, and our Hearts with 
Grace, as well as our Houſes with Stores. 
'This is the only Way (as to Men) either to 


- attain Grace, or to improve it. Saith bleſſed 


Paul, Faith coming by Hearing, (i. e.) at- 
tentive and diligent Hearing is the Means of it : 
Not, indeed, in excluſion of Prayer and other 
Means, but in conjunction with them. And by 
this Means alſo we improve the Grace we alrea- 
dy have; as we learn from the Apoſtle Peter 
in his two Epiſtles, firſt Chapter, cer. 4, 5, 6, 7. 
where ſpeaking of thoſe who had already ob- 
tained precious Faith, and been made Parta- 
kers of the Divine Nature, yet he would not 
have them reſt therein, as if their Work was 
wholly done, and they were already perfect; 
but exhorts them to preſs forward, for the ob- 
taining more Grace; ſaying, Give all Dili- 
gence, to add to your Faith Virtue, and to 
Virtue Knowledge, and to Knowledge Tempe- 
rance, and to Temperance Patience, and to 
Patience Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs brotherly 
Kindneſs and Charity. The Apoſtle would 


have them move forwards in the Ways of 


Chriſt, in the ſeveral Gradations mentioned, 
and fo grow up in all God-like Qualities, and 
commendable Virtues; and increaſe both in the 

In- 


\ 
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= inward Degrees, and outward Exerciſe of 
them. If this Preſident ſet before us, be care- 
fully copied by us, as by thoſe who are Exam- 

les for our Imitation, no doubt, but by the 
Pivine Favour, our Improvement will be very 
conſiderable. 

(5.) Children muſt alſo unfeignedly believe 
the Holy Things taught them. This is fo ne- 
ceſlary in order to profit by the Scriptures, 
that tis not poſſible without it, as the Apoſtle 
_ aſſures us, in Heb. xi. 6. But without Faith tis 

not poſſible to pleaſe God. This abſolute Ex- 
preſſion of St. Paul will by no means ſeem 
{trange, if we conſider, that the want of Faith 
argues the want of other Virtues. And if this 
be true, let Men then, by ſpecious Shews, 
pretend to what they pleaſe, yet if they believe 
not, they cannot love God ſincerely, nor fear 
him filially, nor ſerve him faithfully and accept- 
ably, nor have any comfortable Fellowſhip 
with him, in any Acts of Duty and Worſhip 
whatſoever. Comfort, Joy and Profit, are 
the Fruits of Faith, and are commonly more or 
leſs, in proportion to the ſtronger or weaker 
Degrees of it, but they never ſpring up, nor 
thrive in the barren Soil of Infidelity. Infide- 
lity, like the Wilderneſs, abounds in Brambles 
and Thorns, the Effects of the Curſe; but 
Faith is loaded with the Fruits of Paradiſe, 
with Comfort, Joy, Peace, Long: ſufſering, 
Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Meekneſs, Temperance, 
Oc. Gal. v. He that hath true Faith ſhall 
want nothing that is requiſite, either for Pan- 
E 2 don, 
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don, Purity, or Life; but he that wants it, is 
deſtitute of every Thing that is requiſite to jibe 
ſtify and ſave him. This Grace is exceeding 
precious and valuable at all Times, in the Chri- 
{tian Warfare; it is both the Armour and Or- 
nament of the Soul; it keeps evil Things from 
us, and procures good Things for us: It juſti- 
fies us, as the Apoſtle teſtifies, Rom. v. 1. Be- 
ing juſtified by Faith we have Peace with God 
through Feſus Chriſt. It ſaveth Men from 
Wrath and Ruin, and brings them to endleſs 
Bleſſedneſs. John iii. 16, I boſoecer belicveth 
in him ſhall not periſh, but have everlaſti 
Life. It ſubdues the World, and all its Al- 
lurements ; This is the Vittory that overcomes 
the Wirld, even your Faith, 1 John v. 4. 
And it makes the Scripture effectual for the 
Salvation of Men; tis the Power of God for 
the Salvation of every one that believeth, Rom, 
1. 16. And it maketh wiſe unto Salvation, 
as in the Text. And, from a Child thou haſt 
known the holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make thee wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith 
which 1s in Feſus Chriſt. 

Ey which tis plainly intimated, that the In- 
Huence and Efficacy the Holy Scriptures have 
upon the Hearts and Lives of Men, to form 
them to Virtue, and virtuous Actions, is by the 
Means of Faith; if they believe them {incerely, I 
mean, if they ſo believe them, as to mind them 
diligently, and to meditate upon them frequent- 
ly, they will ſoon find the excellent Virtue of 
them, in renewing and altering the Frames, 


the 
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the Faculties, and Powers of their Souls, by 
enlightning the Mind, humbling the Will, 
melting the Heart, and; fanctifying the Affecti- 
ons and Paſſions, and making them heavenly 
in their Minds, Perceptions, and Converſa- 
tion. 
- But without Faith the Holy Scriptures are 
but as a dead Letter, cold, inſipid, and lifeleſs, 
without vital Heat to warm the Heart, and vi- 
tal Efficacy to reform the Life. The want of 
Faith in Men doth ſtrangely alter the Qualities 
of the good Word of God; tis like ſtupifying 
Medicines, it benumbs it, and ſtrips it of its native 
Strength and Vigour, and cauſeth it to loſe its 
Influence, Authority, and Efficacy, upon their 
Minds and Hearts. For they that believe not, 
regard nothing of God's holy Word; they ſee 
no Excellencies in it, to render it defirable, and 
to determine them in the Love and Choice of 
it. And when at any Time they are urged to 
believe it, how apt are they, in contempt, to 
anſwer, What is thy beloved, more than ano- 
thers beloved, that thou deft ſo charge us? 
Wherein doth the Scriptures excel the Books 
of moral Men? Or, rather, are they not ex- 
celled by them * The good Word of God, to 
ſuch Men, is unſavoury, ridiculous, imperti- 
nent, and non-ſenſe ; yea, every "Thing that 
merits Contempt and Averſion. Saith the 
Apoſtle Paal, 1 Cor. ii. 14. The natural Man 
receiceth not the Things of the Spirit of God, 
for they are fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can 
be know them, becanſe they are ſpiritually _— 
cerned, 
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cerned. The want of a mental Eye, or Eye 
of Faith, is the only Reaſon why Men diſlike, 
diſreliſh and flight the Oracles of God, and 
why, in their Judgment, they appear filly and 
trifling Matters. Oh the wretched Temper of 
Mind ſuch Men inherit! And, what Infatuati- 
on and Madneſs doth poſleſs them, thus to de- 
preciate and diminiſh the excellent Worth and 
Value of the moſt ſacred Things, and induce 
them to treat them with Scorn and Diſdain, 
and to regard them no more than a Tale that 
is told? All this is owing unto, and is the 
Fruit of Infidelity. Men's Diffidence of the 
Holy Scriptures; their not believing they are 
from God, the Means of Life, and worthy 
of all Acceptation, renders them cheap and 
deſpicable in their Eyes; makes them {light 
and neglect them, and obſtructs the Efficacy of 
them, that they neither lead them to the Per- 
formance of their Duty, nor reſtrain them from 
the Practice of Sin, 


IV. Let us demonſtrate the Excellency and 
Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures, for the Pur- 
poſes ſpoken of (eig.) to make Children wiſe 


unto Salvation: As in the Text, And that from 


a Child thou haſt known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make thee wiſe unto Salvati- 
on, through Faith, which is in Feſus Chriſt. 
"Theſe two Things which are attributted to the 
Scriptures, ſhall be treated of in courſe. The 
Excellency of the Holy Scriptures, may be de- 
monſtrated from the following Conſiderations. 


(1.) 
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(1.) From the Conſideration of their Origi- 
nal. | | 
(. 2.) From the Majeſty of their Stile; the 
Truth and Purity of their Doctrine, and in be- 
ing ſuited to the Age and Capacity of Man- 
kind. 

(3.) From the Accompliſhment of the Pro- 
pheſies, and from the uncontroulable Miracles 
that were wrought to confirm them. 

(4.) From their being the Rule of Faith 
and Practice. 

(1.) The Excellency of the Holy Scrip- 
tures may be demonſtrated, from the Conſide- 
ration of their Original. They had their Bein 
and Extraction from Heaven: God himſelt, 
who is the Fountain of Wiſdom, Truth, and 
Perfection, is the Author of them, ſaith Saint 
Paul to Timothy, ſecond Epiſtle, ch. iii. 16. Al 
Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God. Tis 
God's own Word, and His own Will, and by 
a Sovereign Act of Grace tis revealed to us. 

"Tis infinitely above the Human Mind to in- 
d vent. 'The moſt penetrating Naturaliſt, with 
J all his Skill and Sagacity, could never diſcover 
2 it. And we had never known the profound 
1 Myſtery of Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt, which 
7, the Holy Angels deſire to pry into; nor, that 
4 
e 
e 


penitent Believers ſhall be juſtified and ſaved, 
nor the Grace of God, that bringeth Salvati- 
on, if it had not been revealed unto us. All 
thoſe Divine Truths, which in their own Na- 
ture, be as excellent, as they be comfortable 
and heavenly, are not the Product of Men, but 
) the 
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the Iſpiration of God. Saith the Apoſtle Pe- 
eu, The Propheſy came not in old Time 7 the 
Mill of Men, but holy Men of God ſpale as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt. Men 
were but the Inſtruments by which, or the Or- 
gan through which, the Holy Ghoſt hath ſpo- 
Ken to us, in the Scriptures. Or, as one ex- 
cellently expreſſes it, in his Expoſition upon a 
arallel Seripture. The fame Spirit that 
qo Reaſon into us, breathed Revelation 
among us, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 2 Pet. i. 21, _ 
( 2.) The Excellency of the 1 Scriptures 
further appears, from the Majeſty of their Stile, 
from the Truth and Purity of their Doctrines, 
and in being ſuited to the Age and Capacities 
of Mankind. The Majeſty and Sublimity of 
the Scripture Stile, is matchleſs and incompa- 
rable, and ſuch only as is poſſible to the Di- 
vine Author of them: And the Truth and Pu- 
rity of their Doctrines, which contains every 
Thing that tends to the Perfection and Happi- 
neſs of Man, and the Exaltation of God's Glory 
and Honour, do in a moſt convincing Manner 


argue their Excellence. Thoſe Holy Writings 


are as true and pure, as they are ſublime and 
heavenly : There is no Defe& nor Blemiſh in 
them, nor the leaſt Mixture of Vanity, Error, 
or Folly, adhering to them, All the Words 
of my Mouth (faith Wiſdom) are in Righte- 
ouſneſs, and there is nothing froward or per- 
eerſe in them. Fur my Mouth ſhall ſpeak 
Truth, and Wickedneſs is an Abomination to 
my Lips, Prov. viii. 7, 8. We may dep 


up- 
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& it with the greateſt Certainty, that as 
God never ſpeaks.raſhly, haſtily, falſely, nor 
unadviſedly, neither will he ever impoſe upon, 
nor deceive us. He abhors Falſhood and Dif- 
ſimulation; He is a God of Truth, without 
Tniquity, juſt and right. All his Words are 
in Truth and Righteouſneſs, and more ſtable 
than the Frames and Pillars of Heaven and 
Earth, for theſe Things (how durable ſoever 
they may ſeem to us) ſhall paſs away and be 
diſſolve ; but his Truth ſhall never fail: They 
are of everlaſting Duration, and ſhall firmly 
abide to all ſucceeding Ages, down to Eterni- 
ty, without any Variableneſs, or ſhadow of 
Turning. They are perfectly pure and holy; 
they are ſo in 0 and ſo towards us; 
and their Deſign and Tendency is to make us 
Holy in all manner of Converſation. Their Pu- 
rity may be argued, both from their Oppoſiti- 
on to every Thing which is vile, prophane, 
and odious ; and their Harmony and Agree= 
ment with every Thing that is holy and good. 

(1.) From their Oppoſition to every 'Thing 


that is vile, prophane, and odious. No one 


Thing under Heaven is more oppoſite to ano- 
ther, than the Word of God is to Impiety, 
Senſuality, Falſhood, Lies, prophane Swear- 
ing, Infidelity, &c. It muſters up all its Pow- 
ers, and proclaims War againſt them ; 'tis al- 
ways oppoſing and reſiſting them, by its Coun- 
ſels, Commands, Threats and Exhortations: 
"Twill never live amicably and friendly with 
them, nor ſubmit to a Truce upon any —_ 
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but is conſtantly fighting againſt them; and 
nothing. but a complete Victory will finiſh the 
Warfare: And though it be vigorouſly-earried 
on and maintained, yet it will not be perfectl 

obtained till Death, and the End of the World. 
Now, that the pure Word of God doth thus 
militate, and oppoſe all thoſe Evils and Enor- 
mities mentioned, we ſhall be fully convinced, 
upon reciting a few Texts, Rom. vi. 12. Let 
not Fin reipn in your mortal Bodies. Col. iii. 
5, 6, 8. Mertiſy your Members that are upon 
the Earth, Fornication, Uncleanneſs, inordi- 
nate Action, evil Concupiſcence, and ' Cove- 
zouſneſs, which is Tdolatry: For wwhich 
Things fake, the Wrath of God'cometh upon 
the Children of Diſobedience. Put off Anger, 
Wrath, Malice, Blaſphemy, and filthy Com- 
munication out of your Mouth. Eph. v. 17: 
Hace no Fellowſhip with the unfruitful Works 
of Darkneſs, but reprove them rather. Titus 
ii. 11, 12. Deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 
TLafts, and live ſmerh: righteonſly, and godly, 
in this preſent World. Depart from Iniquity. 
Crucify the Fleſh with the Afﬀettions and Laſts 
thereof. Cut off the Right-Hand-Sin, and pluck 
out the Right-Eye-Leift. That the Body of Sin 
might be deſtroyed, that henceforth wwe ſhould not 
Jeroe Fin. Rom. vi. 6. Die unto Sin. For the Un- 
righteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God. 
Be not deceived, neither Fornicators, nor Idola- 
ters, nor Adulterers, nor efeminate Perſons, nor 
Abufers of themſelves with Mankind ; nor 


Thieves, nor Cocetous, nor Drunkards, nor 


Re- 
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Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit - the 
Kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. 'Theſe 
few Texts are ſufficient to ſhew, how oppoſite 
God's pure Word is to Sin, and all the Works of 
Darkneſs. It hath no Fellowſhip nor Concord 
with them; it ſhews no Favour towards them; 
it rejects with Indignation all Terms of Peace 
with them, and enjoins every one that liſts in 
its Service to engage againſt them, and to ſhew 
no Mercy to them. Yea, it allows no Man 
to be their Advocate, to extenuate and excuſe 
them, or to plead for them, and defend them, 
but requires every one to expreſs their Diſlike 
of them, and to cry out in the Height of their 
Averſion againſt them, ſaying, Lord, let them be 
crucified, let them be crucihed, that they may 
not reign in our mortal Bodies. And now, 
ſhould it be acked, Why God's pure and holy 
Word is thus ſevere againſt Sin, and the Works 
of the Devil ? And why alſo, It engages us in 
the ſame Cauſe and Quarrel, and will have us 
beware of them, and guard againſt them? I 
anſwer, Not merely becauſe tis contrary to 
them in its own Being and Nature, but in a 
great meaſure out of Compaſſion to us: For 
thoſe evil Things, that ſtick cloſer to us than 
our Garments ; that follow us in all Places and 
Company; that do inſinuate themſelves into 
our Affections, and do ſo cafily beſet us, are 
our worſt and greateſt Enemies; they have 
ſtripp'd us of our original Purity and Righte- 
ouſneſs ; they have caſt us out of Paradice ; 
they have intailed Miſeries innumerable upon 

4 F 2 us; 
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us; and to render our Caſe miſerable beyond 
Expreſſion, and without Remedy, they reſt- 
leſsly purſue the Life of our Souls. This bare 
Narrative is ſufficient to excite our Abhorrence, 
15 and to kindle our Indignation againſt ſuch Ene- 
ö mies, and to induce us to withſtand and reſiſt 
Wu! them with all our Might. 
I (2.) The Purity of the Holy Scriptures 
| may be alſo argued, from their Harmony and 
[| Agreement with every 'Thing that is Holy and 
i Good. Now the Harmony of the Scriptures, 
| with every Thing that is Holy and Good, ap- 
* pears in theſe Particulars. | 
8 ) In Aſſociating themſelves with it. 
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2.) In Commanding and Commending it. 
(3.) In Bleſſing Men for it. 
q (1.) The good Word of God is an inſepa- 
i rable Companion to Holy and Good Men. It 
| will never deſert nor forlake them, ſo as to 
ul leave them wholly deſtitute of its Aids and In- 
R fluences in Time of need. Proc. viii. 12. 1 
Wiſdom dwell with Prudence. I reſt in the 
Hearts of them that have Une, 
Prov. xiv. 33. It dwells richly and comfortably 


1 b 
ö in hem, to revive the Spirit of the Humble, 
j and to revive the Heart of the Comrite 
ones, Iſa. lvii. 15. Yea, it abides with them, 
in every reſpect, to their Advantage, as their 
Counſellor, their Comforter and Director, in 
all their Straits, their Doubts and Difficulties. 

i (2.) In Commanding and Commending 
' Holineſs. The good Word of God allows of 
j nothing ſhort of this; tis in its own * 
an 
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and Tendency Holy, Juſt, and Good, and re- 
uires a Conformity hereunto of every one; as 
the following Texts demonſtrate. Lev. xx. 7. 
Santtify your Selves, and be ye Holy. 1 Pet. i. 
15, 16. But as be that hath called you, is Ho- 
ty, ſo be ye Holy in all manner of Converſation. 
Becauſe it is written, Be ye Holy, for I am 
Holy. So likewiſe in commending of it. Ho- 
lineſs implies a ſincere Reformation of Heart 
and Life, or a virtuous Soul within, accompa- 
nied with an uniform Converſation without. 
This, in the Eyes of God's Holy Word, is ex- 
ceeding precious; tis its Darling and Delight; 
for it, Heaven it ſelf, and all good Things, are 
laid up and ſecured. The Pſalmiſt queries, 
ho ſhall abide in thy Tabernacle ? Who ſhall 
ell in thy Holy Hill? The Divine Word an- 
ſwers, He that walketh Uprightly, and work- 
eth Righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the Truth in 
his Heart, (i. e.) He that is Holy and U 
right in his Heart and Ways. Now God's 
Word highly commends Holineſs in ſeveral 
Reſpects. - In ſpeaking well of them that inhe- 
rit it. In gracing them with the beſt of Cha- 
raters for the Sake of it; and in rewarding 
them with the greateſt Bleſſing through Chriſt 
Jeſus for it. 

'Thus the Scripture Worthies obtained a 
good Report, and a bleſſed Teſtimony, faith 
God of Holy Abraham, Gen. xviii. 19. 1 know 
him, that he will command his Children, and 
bis Houſhold after him, and they ſhall keep 
the Way of the Lord, to do Fuftice and Fudg- 


ment ; 
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ment ; that the Lord may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath ſpoken of him. And twas 
the - bleſſed Characters of Fob, David, and 
Nathanael, that they were holy and upright 
Men. Of the firſt tis ſaid in his Praiſe, Tha? 
he was a perfect and upright Man, and one 
that feared God, and eſchewed Evil, Job i. 1. 
And of the ſecond, That he was a Man after 
God's on Heart. And of the laſt, That he 
Was an Iſraelite indeed, in whom is no Guile, 


John i. 47. They were Perſons of eminent 


Piety, Sincerity, and Integrity, and perfect Stran- 
gers to Craft, Deceit, and Double-mindedneſs. 

This is the Commendation God's Word 
gives them, and 'tis ſo much the better, the 
more glorious, and the greater to be rejoyced 
in, as it comes from the Fountain of 'Truth and 
Perfection; from the moſt glorious and bleſſed 
God, who can neither diſſemble, nor deceive 
us. In a Word, ſuch holy and upright ones, 
are both commended and rewarded, Mat. xxv. 
21. Mell done good and faithful Servant, thots 
baſt been faithful over a few Things, Twill 
make thee Ruler ever many Things, enter thou 
into the Toy of thy Lord. | 

(3.) In blefling Men for it. This Angeli- 
cal Quality (Holincſs) hath always a Bleſſing 
attending it. And though ſometimes it be ex- 
preſſed by various Terms and Characters, ſuch 
as Poverty of Spirit, Meekneſs, Hungring and 
Phirſting after Righteouſneſs, Mercifulneſs, Pu- 
rity of Heart, and Peace-making, yet when- 


ever theſe various Terms fignify this heavenly 


Virtue 
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Virtue we are ſpeaking of, they are bleſſed } 
as we read Mar. v. 3, 5, 6, Oc. Bleſſed are 
the poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom 
of Heaven. Bleſſed are the meeſe, for they ſhall 
inherit the Earth. Bleſſed are they that do 
hunger and thirſt after Righteouſneſs, for they 


ſhall be filled. Blefod are the merciful, for 


they ſhall obtain * Bleſſed are 2 
in Heart, for they ſhall ſee God. Bleſſed are 
the Peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the 
Children of God. In all theſe Particulars 'tis 
evident what a ſingular Harmony and Concord 
there is between the holy Scriptures, and every, 
Thing that is holy and good. 2 
And further, The Excellence of the holy 
Seriptures may be alſo argued, from their Suit- 
ableneſs to the Age and Capacities of Mankind. 
Though they contain the higheſt Senſe, and 
deepeſt Myſteries, which exerciſe the Mind, 
and Enquiry of the Angels; yet in Things ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation, they are framed to the Ca- 
pacities of Men, and level to the Age of Chil- 
dren. They as far excel all humane Com 
ſures, both in Senſe and Stile, and Simplicity 
and Efficacy, as the Heavens are high above 
the Earth. They are adapted by the infinitely 
wiſe God, for the Uſe and Edification of Man- 
kind, young and old, in every Stage of Life. 
They are Milk for Babes, and ſtrong Meat 
for thoſe of full Age, Heb. v. They contain 
Doetrines that are moſt plain and eaſy, which 
Children may underſtand, being ſuitable to the 
Capacity of the youngeſt Scholar in the School 


of 
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of Chriſt ; and do ſerve to inform; to perfuade, 
and lead them to their early Duty, to encou- 
rage them to continue in it, and to enable them 
to grow up more and more, in the Love, the 
Knowledge, the Belief, and Practice of them, 
that their Proficience, or Profiting, may appear 
to all Men. The holy Scriptures are moſt cer- 
tainly fitted to the Capacity of Youth, as well 
as of adult Perſons ; otherwiſe they would ne- 
ver be ſo often call'd upon, and put in Mind of 
by them, to remember their Creator in the 
Days of their Touth, before the evil Days 
come, Eccleſ. xii. 1. And to hear the Inftru- 
ion of a Father, Prov. i. 8. Neither would 
the Apoſtle Paul have ſaid to Timothy, that- 
from a Child thou haſt known the holy Scrip= 
tures, &c. Which in the Judgment of fincere 
Chriſtians, will (I believe) paſs as Proof, to 
confirm the Truth of what is advanced. 

(3.) The Excellency of the holy Scriptures 
is alſo demonſtrated, from their being the only 
Rule of Faith, and Practice. None, ſave the 
divine Records, whoſe Author is God, and 

which came from the Fountain of Wiſdom and 
'Truth, can be abſolutely confided in, and are 
capable to guide us to Glory. 'The Diſtance 
is great, the Gate ſtrait, the Way narrow, the 

** Enemies and Difficulties numerous and great, 

if and Men's Underſtandings ſo weak and limi- 

| 

; 


| ted, that we muſt uttterly deſpair of getting 
thither, by any Schemes of their forming. 
What Zophar ſaid to Fob, is applicable to our 
| Purpoſe, with a little Variation, Fob xi. 7, 8, 9. 
. Canſt 
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de; Canſft thou by ſearching find out God, canft thou 
as fmd out the Almighty unto Perfection? It is 
_— as hich as Heaven, what canſt thou do? 
the Deeper than Hell, what canſt thou ſnow ? 
m, The Meaſure thereof is Honger than the Earth, 
ar and broader than the Sea : | 

er- The humane Mind may as well preſume to 
ell diſcover the infinite Depths of God's Wiſdom, 
„ Juſtice, and Power, and the Reaſons of all 
of his Actions which are abſolutely out of our 
the Reach, as to be able to find out the Way to 
ys Heaven by it ſelf. And if Fob, who had the 
"1+ Aiſiſtance of Experience, Grace, and Provi- 
uld dence too, to know God, crics out, O how 
hat- fmall a Portion of him is heara and known 
— of! How little indeed, and next to nothing 
ere then, ſhould we know and hear of him and 
to his Ways, if Jeſus Chriſt had not diſcovered 


them to us in the Goſpel 1 He hath given us 
the Words of eternal Life : And theſe Words, 
and none elſe, we muſt regard, as the Rule of 
Faith and Life. For theſe only tell us with 
Certainty, in whom we muſt believe, and what 
we muſt believe, and do, and bear, in Order 
to eternal Life. This divine Revelation is our 
ſure and certain Guide, through a ſinful, trou- 
bleſome World, to the Land of Uprightneſs, 
It leads us into all Truth, it fortiſies us againſt 
all Errors, and upon it we may ſecurely rely, 
for Counſel and Comfort, and for Direction 
and Aſſiſtance, in all our Doubts and Duties, 
and in all our Straits and Difficulties, - But all 
other Compoſures and Writings arg _— 
Cx an 
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and humane, and if they differ from, and are 
oppolite to the holy Scriptures, they will lead 
and loſe us. We muſt follow the Directions 
of Men (however dignified and diſtinguiſhed) 
no further than they follow Chriſt, If they 
deviate from the Rule of Life, and teach Do- 
ctrines that have no Foundation in God's Word, 
we muſt reject them. To the Law and the 
Teſtimony (faith the Prophet) if Men ſpeak not 
according to this Word, it is becauſe they have 
no Light in them, Iſa. viii. 20. In a Word, 
The holy Scripture is the Standard of Truth; 
by it we are to determine all our Diſputes and 
Controverſies, and to regulate our Practice and 
Converſation. Yea, by it we are to try and 
examine the Truth of other Writings, and ſo 
approve or reject them, as they be either conſi- 
ſtent with, or oppoſite to it. But ſo much for 
the firſt Particular, The Excellency of the ho- 

ly Scriptures. | 
(2.) Let us conſider their Sufficiency, as in 
the Text ; That from a Child thou haſt known 
the holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wiſe unto Salvation. Which are able, i. e. 
are ſufficient, without the Help or Aſſiſtance of 
any other Books or Compoſures whatſoever, 
to make Men as wiſe and holy, as tis requiſite 
and neceſſary for them to be, in Order for 
Glory. Therefore the Apoſtle calls them the 
Power of God, for the Salvation of our Souls, 
Rom. i. 16. They are the proper Means 
which God hath appointed for this End, and 
have a prevailing Elkcacy to accomplith it. 
'Tis 
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"Tis true, the bare Words of Scripture, either 
read or preached, are not ſufficient to quench 
carnal Deſires, or to kindle holy Love; they 
cannot make the {imple wiſe, nor the unholy 
meet for Heaven. But by ſupernatural Aſſi- 
ſtance they univerſally prevail, and overcome 
all Difficulties in the Way of their Progreſs. 
This puts Life, Spirit, Vigour, and Efficacy 
into them, and makes them active and power- 
ful in their Effects, for the Illumination and 
Converſion of hardened, ignorant Sinners. 
By this Means they are quick and powerful, 
ſharper than any two-edged Sword, 2 
to the dividing aſunder f Soul and Spirit, an 
of the Foints and Marrow, and are Diſcern- 
ers of the Thoughts and Jntents of the Heart, 
Heb. iv. 12. With this Aſſiſtance they pull 
down the ſtrong Holds, and demoliſh the 
Works of the Devil, c. Idolatry, Rebel- 
lion, Infidelity, Impiety, Security, Senſuality, 
Preſumption, Luſts, and all the Works of 
Darkneſs, and make Men heavenly in their 
Hearts, Conceptions, and Converſations. Yea, 
by this Means they are ſufficient, as the Pſal- 
miſt tells us, to beget Light and Knowledge 
in the Head, Purity and Joy in the Heart, O- 
bedience in the Will, and Holineſs in the Life. 
Pſail. xix. 7, 8. The Law of the Lord is per- 
fett, converting the Soul ; the Teſtimony of the 
Lord is ſure, making wiſe the ſimple ; the 
Statutes of the Lord are right, rejoycing the 
Heart; the Commandment of the Lord is pure, 
enlightning the Eyes. What Wiſdom, Grace, 
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Comfort, or Holineſs are requiſite to qualify 
Men for Glory, are o>tained by the holy Scrip- 
tures. Tis by Means of theſe that Faith, the 
great Chriſtian Virtue, is obtained. Saith St, 
Paul, Faith cometh by Hearing, and Hearing 
by the Word of God, Rom. x. 17. 

God's Word is profitable for every Thing, 
and perfective of our Beings and Natures ; as 
the Apoſtle faith, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. All 
Scripture is given by Inſpiration of God, and 
is profitable for Doctrine, for Correction, for 
Tuft aicliom in Righteouſueſs ; that the Man of 
God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto 
all good Works. Tis an incomparable Bleſ- 
ſing ; 'tis the greateſt the World hath to 
boaſt of, and to glory in : It doth us and our 
Children the moſt Good, and procures for 
us the beſt Bleſſings ; it makes us wiſe, pious, 
and comfortable for the preſent, and happy for 
ever. What a Conlideration 1s this, to en- 
dear God's Word to our Souls, and to induce 
us to belicve it unfeiznedly, and to read, and 
hear, and ſearch it diligently ; ſince tis every 
Way able to qualify us for Bleſſedneſs? Ha- 
ving this divine Book, we have no Need of the 
Sayings of the Heathen Philoſophers, nor of 
the Popiſn Jegends, nor of unwritten Tradi- 
tions, to make us good Chriſtians, perfect Men 
of God, and wiſe unto Salvation, J he hol 
deriptures fully anſwer all theſe Ends and Pur- 
poſcs, and will never fail our Expectations, if 
we perſevere in the Belicf, the Love, and Pra- 


ctice of them, 
(2.) The 
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(2.) The Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures 


may eaſily be demonſtrated, by their Effects in 


the World. 
(..) In their Credit they have gained among 


Mien. 


(.) In the wonderful Converſion they have 
produced in the World. 
(..) In the Credit and Renown they have 
gained among Men: They are in ſuch Repute, 
and ſo revered and honoured by true Chriſti- 
ans (and that ſo deſervedly 760 that nothing 
in the World is nearer and dearer to their 
Souls, nor more firmly believed and loved by 
them, nor meets with better Entertainment 
from them. They are valued by them, as a 
rich and ineſtimable "Treaſure, which they pre- 
ſerve with Care, and conſult with Joy and 
Pleaſure upon all Occaſions, for their Profit 
and Comfort. They have recourſe to them in 
all their Straits and Difficulties, for Counſel 
and Direction; and in their Troubles and Sor- 
rows, for Support and Refreſhment. By them 
their Doubts are ſolved, their Diſputes deter- 
mined, their Fears diſſipated, their Comforts 
increaſed, their Obedience encouraged, and 
their Faith and Hope confirmed and ſtrengthen- 
ed. Ina Word, they do receive them with as 
much Thankfulneſs and Admiration; and rely 
upon them (in Matters of the greateſt Moment) 
with as much Certainty and Confidence, as 
{ſuch Sacred and Infallible Truths require; and 
in token thereof, do truſt their Souls, and ever- 
laſting Concernments, to their Conduct. 


(2.) The 
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(2.) The Holy Scriptures Sufficiency may alſo 
be demonſtrated, in the wonderful Converſions 
they have produced in the World, Such a 
bleſſed and glorious Change have they 
wrought in the Minds and Hearts of Men, 
both of eus and Gentiles, from reigning Sin 
to univerſal Holineſs ; and that in ſuch a ſweet 
and mild Way too, 12. by convincing Light, 
and perſwaſive Arguments, as is only poſſible 
to the prevailing Efficacy of Truth, made ſo 
by the Aſſiſtance of an infinite and almighty 
Agent. Theſe holy Writings have forced 
their Way through the Darkneſs and Idolatry 
of the Heathens, and prevailed againſt the Pre- 
judices and Obſtinacies of the Fews. The Pa- 

ans, who once ſate in Darkneſs, and in the 
Region of the Shadow of Death ; who knew 
nothing of God but by the Light of Nature, 
and were ignorant in their Minds, vicious in 
their Hearts, immoral in their Lives, and ido- 
latrous in their Principles and Practice. h 
changed the Glory of the incorruptible God, 
imo an Image made like to corruptille Man, 
and to Birds, and four footed Beaſts, and 
creeping Things, Rom. i. 23. Yea, who were 
fo enormoutly Vile, and ſo unmeaſurably 
Wicked, that (to Amazement) they exceeded 
all Bounds, and the moſt obſcene and filthy 
Luſts, and abhorred and deteſtable Practices 
were committed by them, without any ſhame 
or remorſe, faith bleſſed Pau of them, in 
Rom. i. 29, &c. They were filled with al! 
CUnightenfneſs, Fornication, Wickednefſs, Co- 
cetouſ- 


Of Knowing the Scripture. 47 


wetoufucſs, Maliciouſneſs ; full of Enoy, Mur- 
ther, Debate, Deceit, Malignity, Backbi- 
ters, Haters of God, Deſpiteful, Proud, 
Boaſters, Inventers of evil Things, Diſcbedi- 
ent to Parents; without Underſtanding, Cove- 
nant-Breakers, without natural Affection, 
Inplacalle, Unmerciful. And in 1 Cor. vi. 
9, 10. we are told, 'I hat they were 1dolaters, 
Adulterers, Thieves, Drunkards, and Ex- 
tortioners. Vet by the Means of the holy 
Scriptures they were reclaimed, they 
were enlightened, renewed, and Cnified, 
and juſtified; and became heavenly in their 
Minds and Converſation. And St. Paul teſti- 
fies of them, That they were turned to God 
from Idols, 10 ſerve the Living and True God, 
1 Theſ. i. 9. Their Profeſſion and Practice did 
plainly argue the Truth of their Converſion, or 
of their Heart and Life Reformation. Their 
relinquiſhing of Idols, and idolatrous Wor- 
ſhip, and turning to the Living and True God, 
and ſerving him in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
was undoubtedly the Fruit of the Grace of God 
that appeared unto them, teaching them to de- 
ny Ungoalineſs and worldly Laifts, and en- 
abling them to /ive Righteous and Godly in 
Chriſt Feſus. And by virtue of this bleſſed 
Change in Nature and Principles, they now 
became as famous and admired for Piety, Pu- 
rity, Sincerity, Integrity, Charity, Fidelity 
and Conſtancy, as they were infamous, and 
odious, before, upon the Account of their Cru- 
elty, Obſcenity and Idolatry. While they 

were 
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were Heathens, they were in their Nature 
fierce, ſavage, cruel, without Bowels, and na- 
tural Affections, and Haters of God and Good- 
neſs; but now they are Chriſtians they are 
turned into the Meek and Lamb-like Nature of 
Chriſt, and are made Holy in their Frames 
within, and Divine in their Converſation 
without. 'They have, according to the Apo- 
ftle, Crucified the Fleſh with the Aﬀettions 
and Lifts thereof; and do abound in the Fruits 
of the Spirit, in Lore, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuf- 
fering, Gentleneſs, & 8 s, Faith, 74 
neſs and Temperance, Gal. v. 12, 13, 14. 
Now, what mighty Influence and Efficacy 
muſt the Holy Scriptures have upon the Minds 
and Hearts of Men, that can thus change and 
reform them? That can humble the Proud, 
melt the Obdurate, enlighten the Blind, pu- 
rify the Unclean, reclaim the Erroneous, and 
make the Simple wiſe unto Salvation. Yea, 
that can make the Savage gentle, the Cruel 
merciful, the Incontinent chaſte, the Voluptu- 
ous temperate, the Covetous liberal, and the 
Implacable appeaſable. And can prevail with 
Men, againſt the Intereſt of the Fleſh, of Cu- 
ſtom, and the powerful Prejudices of Educa- 
tion, to relinquiſh a Religion they have been 
trained up in, and highly approve of, and 
which abounds in all the Indulgences and Emo- 
luments corrupt Nature can deſire; for one 
that is ſevere, that allows no Diſpenſations for 
Sins, that flatters, and enticeth with no tem- 
poral Endowments, but requires all its Profeſ- 
ſors 
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ſors, upon the greateſt Penalty, 0 deny Ungod- 
lineſs, — worldly Lufts, and to — ſoberly, | 
and righteouſly, and godly; in this preſent 
World. And, to make no; Proviſion for the 
Fleſh, to fulfil the Luft thereof, Rom. xiii. 14. 

And what is truly admirable in the Sacred 
Writings is this, 'I hat they have gained all. 
this Repute, and wrought: all thoſe Wonders 
in the World, in converting Sinners to the 
Croſs of Chriſt without any Human. Aids ; 
without the Aſſiſtance of Magiſtrates, or the 


Power of the Temporal Sword. They 


came into the World naked and deſtitute of 
Human Supports; they had no earthly Poten- 
tates to eſpouſe and protect them, by their In- 
tereſt and Power; nor Philoſophers to reaſon 
and argue in the Defence of them, againſt the 
Rage and Fury of their Adverſaries. They 
were committed unto, and publiſhed by Per- 
ſons, that in the Eſteem of the World, were 
very mean and contemptible, both upon the 
Account of their Knowledge and Employ- 
ments: They were Perſons without Credit and 
Reputation, and abſolutely deſtitute of all Hu- 
man Strength and Eloquence, which ſerves to 
compel and perſwade Men to embrace a new 
Religion. One of the chiefeſt of them tells us, 
1 Cor. ii. 4. That his Speech, or 2 
was not with the inticing Words of Mans Wiſ- 
dom : A crucified Saviour was all his Theme, 
(7.e.) the Doctrines of Chriſt's carnation, Life, 
Death, Reſurrection, Aſcenſion, Interceſſion, and 
Dominion, were his whole Bulineſs, Saith he 

H to 
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to the Church, I determined not to know any 
Thing among you, ſave Feſus Chrift, and him 
crucefied,” 1 Cor. ii. 2. 

In a Word, That the Sacred Writings 
ſhould thus prevail, and overcome all Obſtacles 
and Difficulties in the Way of their Progreſs, 
and urn Men from Darkneſs to Light, from 
Satan to God ; and make them Holy in all 
manner of Converſation, by the Means of ſuch 
poor, mean, and deſpicable Perſons, who 
wanted both Art and Eloquence to perſwade 
Men, is an Argument of their Sufficiency, and 
that they are indeed, he Pozyer of God for our 
Salvation. 

But I ſhall add, (3.) The Sufficiency of the 
Holy Scriptures may be further demonſtrated, 
from their Contents. They contain every 
Thing that is requiſite in order to Bleſſedneſs; 
and to prepare us for it. Whatſoever is ſub- 
ſtantially Good and Neceſſary to Salvation, 
ſach as Pardon of Sin, Santiification, Adop- 
tion, Reconciliation, Perſeverante and Divine 
Favour, are fully contained in them: Yea, 
therein the Ordinances of Life, the Means of 
Grace, the New Covenant, the Service of God, 
and the Promiſes, from which we draw Com- 
fort, and obtain Mercy to help in Time of need; 
and by virtue of which we grow up in the 
Faith, the Knowledge, the Love, and Obedi- 
ence of the Goſpel, and are perfecting Holineſs 
mn the Fear of the Lord, are plainly expreſſed. 
Theſe Sacred Writings do perfectly teach us 
what we mult be, and do, to be prepared for 

Glory. 
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Glory. They ſignify, That we muſt be Hum- 
ble, Holy, Meek, Merciful, Peaceable, Pa- 
ti 772 _ and en — We 
n odlinefs, and worldly Liifts, and 
live ſhark ma N a godlily, in 
this prefent World. Not faſhioning our Selves 
according to former Lifts ; but as he that hath 
called ns is Holy, ſo to be Holy in all manner 
of Converſation, 1 Pet. i. 14, 15. They fairly 
int out, and deſcribe to us, our Threefold 
uty. | 
(10 Our Duty to God, That cue live god- 
ly in Chrift Feſus. That the Courſe and Te- 
nor of our Lives, and the Temper and Difpoſi- 
tion of our Hearts, be ſuitable to our Profeſſi- 
on and Engagements, and every way conform- 
able to the Commands of Chriſt, that _ 
ing to their Quality, t ma _— t 
Truth of our Faith, . our Af- 
fections, and our Care to pleaſe and glorify 
him in all our Actions. That we do not coun- 
terfeit Religion and Virtue, nor reſt in external 
Shews of Sincerity, when the governing Principle 
is Hypocriſy, knowing, that the Form of God- 
line without the Power, is of no {ignificancy ; 
it doth rather provoke than pleaſe God; 1 Tim. 
iii. 5. Pure Religion doth not conſiſt in exter- 


nal Shews and Appearances, or in aſſuming the 


empty Name and Character of a Chriſtian, but 
in Truth, Righteouſneſs, Faith, Love, Peace, 
and Obedience. That our Profeſſion of Chriſt 
be open, ſincere, and undiſguiſed. That with- 
out reſerve we regard his whole Will, with- 
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out either ſuppreſſing, or holding his Truths in 
Unrighteouſneſs, or without being, ſo weak, as 
to deny them, or ſo wicked as to betray them; 
but to let them dwell richly cith us in all Wiſ- 
dom. That we preſume not, out of Favour. to 
Fleſh and Blood, to pick and chooſe ſome Du- 
ties, and reject others; but comporting our 
ſelves with the whole Deſign of the Goſpel, 
in chearfully doing, and unfeignedly believing, 
whatſoever it commands us; that we may have 
the Comfort, as well as the Commendation, Of 
walking in all the Commandments and Ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameleſs. Vea, that we 
live to him, and for him, and expreſs our Re- 
verence, Love, Fear, Faith and Dependance 
on him, in our Praiſes and Prayers; and by a 
holy and fruitful Life, may ſhew forth the Vir- 
zues of him, who hath called us out of Dark- 
neſs into his marvellous Light. | 

2. In reſpect to our ſelves; that we be ſober 
and moderate in our Lives and Enjoyments ; 


that Temperance and Chaſtity govern our Ap- 
petites and Paſſions, That we abſtain and re- 


treat from j?cfhly Lufts, which war againſt the 
Soul ; which do not only ſtain and vilify it, 
but do alſo greatly diſturb its Peace, and in- 
terrupt its Comfort, as well as rifle it of its 
Purity here, and endangers its Happineſs for 
ever. 'That we avoid the prophane and irre- 
verent Uſe of God's Sacred Name, cither by 
falſe and cuſtomary Swearing, or by taking it 
in vain, upon every flight and trifling Occa- 
ſion. That Lying, the Vice of the T neue, 
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be carefully guarded againſt, that we ſpeak. 
evil of no Man, Tit. iii. 2. but ſpeak the Truth 
and lie not. That the Lord's Day, in all its 
ſacred Employments be duly regarded; that 
we preſume not to do any ſecular Buſineſs upon 
that holy Day, nor profane it in Sports, nor 
carnal Recreations ; but ſeriouſly devote our 
ſelves, our whole Man, Bodies and Souls, to 
the pure Service of God all the Day, except 
what is to be taken up in the Works of Neceſ- 
ſity and Mercy. That we diligently keep our 
Hearts from the Temptations and Allurements 
of the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil, leſt 
by Careleſsneſs they ſhould enſnare and capti- 
vate them, and alienate them from the Love of 
Chriſt, and ſo bring us into Bondage to divers 
Luſts and Pleaſures, We have to do with a 
mad Enemy, a raging Devil, who is bent up- 
on Miſchief, and eagerly purſues our Souls to 
ſeduce and deſtroy them: Tis therefore the 
Apoſtle's Caution, 1 Pet. v. 8. ſaying, Be ſo- 
ber, be vigilant, becauſe your Adverſary the 
Devil, as a roaring Lion, walketh about, 
ſeeking whom be may devour. That we dili- 
gently and induſtriouſly labour, in our reſpe- 
ctive Callings, for a competent or comfortable 
Maintenance both for our ſelves and our Fami- 
lies, and be frugal and thrifty, in laying out 
and laying up the Fruit thereof ; that by the 
Bleſſing of Providence it may be ſufficient to 
anſwer our own Occaſions, and enable us to be 
helpful to others in their Neceſſities. Saith St. 
Paul, Eph. iv. 8. Labour, working with 

your 
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Hands that which is good, that you may 
yok to give to him that needeth. | 
(3.) Our Relative Duty, what we owe to 
our Parents, and by the holy Scriptures are 
_ obliged faithfully to diſcharge ; that we reve- 
rence, honour, love, and obey them. "Tis 
the Apoſtle's Command, Obey your Parents in 
the Lord, for this is right, Eph. vi. 1. All 
their juſt and reaſonable Commands, which 
are ded upon and agreeable to the Law of 
God, and the Law of Nature, we muſt not 
ſeruple nor diſpute, but obſerve with Promptneſs 
and Readineſs. Saith Wiſdom, Prov. vil. 1, 2+ 
My Sm, keep my Words, and hide my Com- 
mandments with thee. Keep my Command- 
ments and live. Which doth intimate, that long 
Life, and happy Days, are entailed upon obedi- 
ent Children ; as God very early er in 
the Moral Law. Exod. xx. 12. Honour thy 
Father and thy Mother, that thy Days may be 
long upon the Land, which the Lord thy God 
giceth thee. The ſure Way to live long and 
comfortable in the Poſſeſſion of the divine Bleſ- 
ſings, is to reverence, love, and obey our Pa- 
rents, and in Cafe of Need to ſuccour and ſup- 
port them, Yea, we muſt labour to be con- 
ftormable to their Example, as well as to exe- 
cute their Precepts : That whatſoever Good- 
neſs, Piety, Juſtice, 'Temperance, Patience, 
Charity, Long-ſuftering, Gc. we behold in 
them, we our ſelves (by God's Bleſſing) may 
be induced with. That we may be as they were 
in the World, ſober and virtuous ; and may 
re- 
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reſemble them in Grace, as we reſemble them 
in Nature. That as by Nature we were born 
in their ſinful Likeneſs ;' ſo. by Grace we may 
be new born in their ſpiritual Likeneſs. - This 
is what the Children of pious: Parents ſhould 
be principally ambitious of, and anxious for, 
becauſe 'twill do them the moſt Good: And 
therefore, in all Reaſon, they ſhould be more 
ſolicitous to inherit their Parents Virtues, than 
their Eſtates ; becauſe Grace will keep them in 
Favour with Heaven, and will ſanctify their 
Poſſeſſions on Earth, and make them wear 
well, and laſt long ; but the Want of it expo- 
ſes Men to all Manner of Intemperance and Ex- 
ceſs, both in Meats and Drinks, and in Ap 
rel and Pleaſures, which fo often are atten Jed 
with fad Conſequences, ſuch as Shame, Sor- 
row, Diſeaſes, and Poverty, together with a 
ſhort Life, and an uncomfortable Death. 
And laſtly, They teach us Love, Benefi- 
eence, and Kindneſs to all Men: To love our 
Neighbour as our ſelves, and to expreſs it in 
affectionate Offices, and in a ready Inclination 
of Mind and Heart, to benefit and help him. 
That we do God to all Men, e op pecially to the 
Houſhold 6 — That we ao unto them as 
we would they ſhould do unto us, ſuppoling 
our ſelves in their Circumſtances, Gal. vi. 10. 
That we be kind one to anther, and tender- 
hearted, forg iving one another, even as God 
for Chriſt s 425 ath forgiven us, Eph. iv. 32. 
That we be not unmerciful, nor ſcornfully 


treat, nor make a Sport of the Wants of our 


Neigh- 


be reconciled to them, Saith our Lord, If 
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Neighbours, whoſe Condition in the World is: 
mean, and their Neceſſities many; but to con- 
deſcend to Men of low Eſtate, and to treat 
them with Humanity, Benignity, Tenderneſs, 
Compaſſion, and Charity: That as the Elett 
of God we may put on Bowels of Mercy and 
Kindneſs towards them ; and be ready to di- 
ftribute, and willing to communicate to their 
Neteſjities, and hereby evidence that our Love 
js not in Word, but in Deed, and in Truth. 
That we muſt not render Evil for Evil, nor 
proſecute our Enemies to revenge, but to for- 
give Injuries, though repeated to ſeventy Times 
ſeven. Saith our Saviour, Lobe your Enemies, 
bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them that 
Hate you, and pray for them which deſpite- 
fully uſe you, and perſecute you, Mat. v. 44. 
This is preſſed upon us as abſolutely neceſſary, 
and is. an Argument -we muſt uſe and plead 
with God in our Prayers, to obtain his — 
ving Mercy for our ſelves; as our Saviour di- 
rects, Mat. vi. 12. Forgive us our Debts, i. e. 
our Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs againſt us. According to which our Pray- 
ers for our own Remiſſion will meet with either 
a favourable and gracious Acceptance, or Reje- 
ction, as we be either diſpoſed or indiſpoſed, in 
the 'Temper of our Minds, to forgive our offend- 
ing Brethren, Yea, we cannot, upon any ſolid 
Ground, hope for divine Forgiveneſs our ſelves, 
unleſs we actually forgive others, and in the In- 
tention and Purpoſe of our Hearts and Minds, 


you 
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you forgice Men their Treſpaſſes, your heacen- 
ly Father will alſo forgive you ; but if you. for- 
give not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will 
your Father forgive you your Treſpaſſes, Mat. 
vi. 14, 15. An unforgiving Temper renders 
Men uncapable of Pardon, and fixes their Guilt 
upon them for ever. Now from theſe, and a 
great many more Particulars of the ſame Na- 
ture, which the holy Scriptures furniſh us 
with, their Sufficiency is manifeſt, "Tis true, 
not barely for laying down Rules of Perfection 
before us, but becauſe the Spirit and Grace of 
God doth attend them, and make them ſuſhci- 
ent to all the Purpoſes of Wiſdom, Holineſs, 
and eternal Life. Which concludes the Do- 
ctrinal Part, and brings us in the laſt Place, to 
the Conclution and Application. : 

(1.) If the ſure Way for Children to become 
Wiſe anto Salvation, is to converſe carly and di- 
ligently with the Holy Scriptures ; then this 
Doctrine teacheth us, I hat to neglect and ſlight 
thoſe ſacred Writings, is to {light the Means 
of Knowledge, and virtually to continue igno- 
rant of God, and the Way to Blefledneſs, For 
what can illuminate our Minds in thoſe Mat- 
ters, if we forſake the Guide of Youth 2 What 
can remedy our Miſtakes, and rectify our 
wrong Conceptions and Judgments, about the 
immortal and inviſible World, and the Way to 
it, if we deſert the Words of eternal Lite 2 
"Tis moſt certain the further we go from the 
Scriptures, the only Rule of Life, the greater 
1s our Diſtance from Truth, the more — 
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and faint are our Notions of it, and the more 
Danger we are in of falling into incurable Igno- 
rance. 

All the comſortable Light, the ſaving 
Knowledge, and Notices of ſpiritual Things, 
and ſpiritual Objects, which can be depended 
upon with Certainty, and which are neceſſary 
to make us wiſe unto Salvation, comes by Re- 
velation. Tis true, the Light of Nature diſ- 
covers the Being and Perfections of God, his 


Wiſdom, Power, and Goodneſs, in the Works 


of Creation and Providence; but how obſcure, 
dark, and ine ffectual theſe are in themſelves to 
inform our Minds, and to reform our Hearts 
and Lives, and prepare us for Glory, let the 
Pagan World declare. 
And though theſe Works of Nature be 
every Way immenſe, and perfect, as all God's 
Works are, yet we may ſay with 7ob, 
How ſmall a Portion of God is heard of by 
theſe alone 2 However, theſe Works are 
ſufficient to render the Heathens inexcuſable, 
and to cut off all Pleas and Apologies for their 
Idolatry, vain Imaginations, and abominable 
Practices, and for not worthipping the living 
and true God, according to the Light they 
had. 'The Heathens had the dim Light of 
Nature, the Zews the vailed Face of Moſes ; 
but we Chriſtians have the holy Scriptures, the 
moſt bleſſed and glorious Diſcovery of Wiſ- 
dom, Grace, and Goodneſs, the World ever 
enjoyed. "Tis an incomparable Bleſſing. Our 
Saviour tells us, Lake xiii. 17. That many 
Prophets 
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Prophets and righteons Men did defire to ſce 
thoſe Things which you ſee, but did not ſee 
them; and to hear thoſe Things which you 
hear, but did not hear them. They are hid 
from them, but revealed to us. But then, 
though it be our Privilege and Happineſs to en- 
joy ſuch a Bleſſing as the Scriptures, yet if we 
ſlight them, and ſeldom or never converſe with 
them, nor ſeriouſly meditate upon them, they 
will profit us nothing. For 'tis the Nature of 
Means, whether temporal or ſpiritual, to affect 
no otherwiſe than they are uſed. A ſovereign 
Remedy we may have in our keeping for a 
malignant Diſtemper, but if it be either wholly 
neglected, or but very lightly uſed, it will be 
equally inſignificant to the Purpoſe of a Cure. 
In like Manner, though the Bible, the only 
Book of Life in the World, be in our Houſes 
or Cloſets, yet if it be laid by as a uſeleſs 
Piece of Antiquity, and very rarely look d in- 
to and peruſed, in Order to acquaint our ſelves 
with it, to learn our Duty from it, and to be 
bettered by it, though it be ever ſo ſufficient 
in it ſelf, for all the Purpoſes of Wiſdom, 
Grace and Life, yet our careleſs Neglect and 
Contempt of it, or flight and ſuperficial Uſe 
of it, (2. e.) our uſing it as though we uſed it 
not, with a cold, careleſs, indiſpoſed, and un- 
willing Mind, without that Regard, Reverence, 
Faith, and Affection, which ſuch ſublime and 
ſpiritual Myſteries require, will obſtruct the 
Virtue of it, and render it void and ineffectual. 
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(2.) Such as flight the Holy Scriptures, 
which arc able 10 make them iſe unto Salvation, 
do flight both their own Mercy, and endanger 
their own Salvation. If ever the dark, the 
miſerable, and benighted World, has juſt 
Cauſe to boaſt of, and glory in any Thing, tis 
in the Mercy of Chriſt, and the Holy Scrip- 
tures : For theſe have produced a Day of be- 
nign and comfortable Light, and kind Influ- 
ences, which by the tender Mercies of our 
God, do enliven, enlighten, animate, encou- 
rage, warm, and chcar the Hearts of miſer- 
able Mankind. 

Theſe Holy Writings are an ineſtimable 
Treaſure, and an invaluable Mercy. They 
are the Counſel and Will of God, concerning 
the Way to Glory ; and diſcover the infinite 
Perfections of his Nature, which are maniteſt- 
ed in our aitoniſhing Redemption by Jeſus 
Chriſt. "They give us a clear Deſcription and 
Repreſentation of Man's Original and Fall, and 
the Deluge of Sin and Miſery that did enſue. 
By one Man Sin eatred into the World, and 
Deal by Sin, and ſy Death paſſed upom all 
Alen, for thats all have ſimed, Rom. v. 12. 
Now the whole World, like an Hoſpital, is 
full of ch, finfal, miſerable, dying Men, lan- 
Zuiſhing under the fame Diſeaſes and Calami- 
ties. Their Miſeries are common, without 
Vxception; as none are pare from Deformities, 
lo none are <xcluded from Sorrows. A Man 
that is horn of al[eman, is of fer Days, and 
full q Trouble, Job xiv. 1. A ſhort, frail 
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Life, and many Miſeries, with a certain Death, 
are the Inheritance of Mankind upon Earth. 
But all theſe Things, ſo bitter and grievous as 
they are, would no wiſe be inſupportable, if 
they did end at Death: But we have ſad Aſſu- 
rance from the Scriptures, that they are attend- 
ed with eternal Miſery and Dolors, to the fi- 
nally impenitent and unbelieving; for the 
mult die to their Well-being and Happineſs for 
ever. As our Saviour declares, Ile that be- 
lieveth not ſhall not fee Life, but the Wrath of 
Cod abides upon him, John iii. ult. And the 
Sacred Oracles aſſure us, That all thoſe Evils 
and Calamitics, together with Death tempo- 
ral, ſpiritual and eternal, are no more than 
the juſt Wages, and Deſerts of our Sins. The 
lively Senſe of this muſt needs terrify Men, and 
the more ſo, becauſe they cannot poſſibly, by 
any Doings or Sufferings of their own, either 
appeaſe the Divine Juſtice they have provoked, 
or recover the Divine Favour they have loſt. 
But that miſerable Men might not ſink un- 
der the Weight and Burden of theſe Conſide- 
rations, and utterly deſpond and deſpair of 
Mercy, the Scriptures diſcover our Remedy, 
and tne Almighty Mercy that faves us, by our 
Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt ; zwho puts away Sin 
by the Sacrifice of himſelf ; and gives Pardon, 
Grace, and Eternal Life, to all that do un- 
feignedly believe in him. Yea, thoſe Holy 
Writings, as they diſcover to us God's won- 
derful Love in our Redemption ; ſo they teach 
us how to abide in his Love, and what Courſe 
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to take, that the bleſſed Effects thereof might 
be our endleſs Enjoyment. 

In a Word, they ſweeten and moderate the 
moſt bitter and afflicting Things. The moſt 
forrowful and bitter Article in Life, is Death. 
By Sin Death 1s become the Condition of our 
Natures; Die we muſt, the Decree is paſt and 
irreverſible. I is appointed unto all Men once 
70 die, Neb. ix. 27. And 'tis an awful Thing 
to die; to have the vital Bond of Life cut 
aſunder; to be ſtripp'd naked, in a Moment, 
of all our beloved Delights and Enjoyments ; 
and to be laid in the Duſt with the Worms and 
Corruption, which will ſoon conſume us. 

This indeed, is bitter, diſtaſteful, and odi- 
ous to Fleſh and Blood, But then, under all 
this, how ſweet and pleaſant is it to be aſſured, 
that though Death be unavoidable, though 
neither young nor old, rich nor poor, learned 
nor illiterate, be exempted from it, yet we are 
not loft by it, but ſhall riſe again? God will 
not leave our Bodies in the Grave, neither 
evill be friffer his holy Ones to ſee Corruption. 
He will ſlew them the Path of Life, and bring 
them into bis Preſence, where are ſulneſs of 
Fey, and Pleaſures for evermore. This Con- 
ſideration fo enlivencd holy Dacid, that he 
breaks out into a Flood of Joy, faying, My 
Heart is glad, and my Glory rejoiceth, my 
Fe alſo ſhall reſt in Hope, &c. Pſal. xvi. 9, 
10, 11. Chriſtians die poor, weak, frail, 
miſcrable, and mortal Men, but they riſe bleſ- 
ſed and immortal Saints; they ſhall die no 
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more; Death ſhall have no more Dominion 
ger them. | 

Now, what a ſingular Mercy is the Enjoy- 
ment of the Holy Scriptures, which brings ſuch 
good Tidings to us, and lays the Promiſes of 
God before us, and fully aſſures us, that im- 
mortal Joy and Glory ſhall be the Inheritance 
of {incere penitent Believers ? Solomon calls the 
Word of God by the Name of }/i/&om, Prov. 
i. 20. Wiſdom crieth without, ſhe uttereth her 
Voice in the Streets. She is ſaid to cry with 
a loud Voice, to intimate, both God's Earneſt- 


neſs, in inviting Sinners to liſten unto it, and 


to learn and receive Inſtruction from it; and 
their Inexcuſableneſs if they ſlight and neglect 


it, Yea, this Wiſdom expoſtulates with too- 


liſh Sinners, for the ill Treatment they give 
her, and the Repulſes and mighty Provocati- 
ons they offer her ; and then cautions them to 
be wiſe, amend and turn, Prov. i. 21, 22, 23. 
She uttereth her Voice, ſaying, how long ye 
ſimple Ones, will ye love ſimplicity, and the 
Scorners delight in their Scornings, and Fools 
hate Knowledge? Turn ye at my Reproof, be- 


hold I will pour out m 22 upon you, 1 


will make known my Wirds unto you. How 
kind and gracious is this! She will for- 
get and forgive all that is paſt, and be- 
{tow all that is promiſed, if Sinners will but 
return, and become wiſe and willing to learn 
Righteouſneſs, But if they be obſtinately bent 
upon their Follies, if nothing will gain them, 
nor induce thera to attend unto ſound Wiſdom, 

nor 
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nor prevail with them to receive Inſtruction, 
then they bring upon themſelves ſwift and 
ſure Deſtruction, and they ſhall not eſcape. 
As Wiſdom declares, Prov. i. 24, 25, Oc. Be- 


canſe I have called and ye refuſed, I hace 


ſtretched out my Hand and no Man regarded; 
but ye have ſet at nought all my Counſel, and 
would none of my Reproof, T alſo will laugh at 
gour Calamity, I will mock when your Fear 
cometh. I hen your Fear cometh as Deſolati- 
on, and your Deſtruction cometh as a Whirt- 
wind. Ihen Diftreſs and Anguiſh cometh 
pon gon, then ſhall you call upon me, but I 
will not anſsver. T hey ſhall ſeek me early, but 
hall not find me. Fooliſh Sinners, whoſe 
Hearts are fully ſet in them to do Miſchief, are 
now ſtout and arrogant againſt God, they are 
fearleſs of his Power, and regardleſs of his 
Anger ; they are wholly averſe to his Ways in 
their Hearts and Minds: They deſpiſe his 
Threats, they {light his Promiſes, and ſet at 
naught all his Counſels : Yea, now they place 
themſelves in the Scorner's Chair, and preſume 
to cenſure the Ways and Works of God, and 
to reject with Scorn and Deriſion every Thing 
of him, which tends to the perfecting of their 
Beings and Nature; but the difmal Hour 
is approaching, even the fatal Juncture of 
Time, when they ſhall be both friendleſs and 
comfortleſs: And Terrors ſhall come upon 
them, as Travail upon a Woman with Child, 
and they ſhall nut eſcape. When their Cou- 
rage ſhall fail, their Complexion change, their 

; Tongues 
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Tongues falter, and their Hearts ſhall melt 
and die away within them, for ſuch dreadful 
Calamities will break out upon them, and with 
that irreſiſtible Violence too, as ſhall fill them 
with the utmoſt Terror and Conſternation; 
and ſhall awaken their Fears, and excite their 
Cries and Tears to Heaven for Mercy, but to 
no purpoſe; for now God will come up with 
them, and as a juſt Retribution, will, in his 
turn, laugh at their Calamity, and mock when 
their Fear cometh. They diſowned God in 
their Proſperity, therefore are they forſaken by 
him in their Adverſity. When Diſtreſs and 
Anguiſh cometh upon them, they ſhall call 
upon him but he will not anſwer, they ſhall 
ſeek him early but ſhall not find him. 


(3.) This Doctrine alſo teacheth us, That 


there is no attaining this Wiſdom, but by Dili- 
gence and God's Bleſſing, They are inſepara- 
bly joined together, and there is no regular 
Hope but in their joint Concurrence. Inactive 
Deſires, and lazy Wiſhes, will ſooner intail 
Ignorance and Poverty upon us, than enrich us 
with Knowledge and Grace. Saith Solomon, 
The Soul of the Sluggard defireth and hath 
not, Prov. xiii. 4. Empty Delires are fruitleſs, 
no Promiſes are made to them, neither can we 
expect any good from them. "Tis the Hand of 
the Diligent that maketh rich. Therefore 
St. Paul exhorts Timothy, To give Attendance 
mo Reading, to Exhortaticn, to Doctrine. 
Neglett not the Gift that is in thee: Meditate 
upon theſe Things, give thy ſelf wholly to then. 
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that thy profiting may appear unto all, 1 Tim. 


ly. 13, 14, 15. Vigorous and indefatigable En- 
deavours are the true Way, both to acquire 
and improve Knowledge: To expect it upon 
other Terms, is equally as vain, as to expect 
a Crop without either plowing or ſowing our 
Ground, which with Men is abſolutely impoſ- 
ſible, and is no otherwiſe poſſible, than Mira- 
cles are poſſible with God. And though the 
Promiſes of God are 72a and Amen, and ſhall 
be infallibly performed, yet as they are con- 
nected with our Duty, they cannot ordinarily 
be obtained without it. This ſurely will admit 
of no doubt, if we conſider the Subſtance and 
drift of the Scriptures, eſpecially in the Matter 
before us. For though it be expreſly ſaid, that 
God giveth Wiſdom liberally, and upbraideth 
not, yet a little Conſideration will perſwade 
us, that this is not to be underſtood excluſive- 
iy of our Endeavours, but jointly with them. 
The ſure Way to prevail with God to give, is 
to comply with him, to ask, James i. 5. If 
any Man lack Wiſdom, let him ask it of God. 
And this asking undoubtedly includes in it, not 
only believing fervent Prayer, but alſo a dili- 
gent and affectionate uſe of all God's appointed 
Means, for the obtaining of it : 'That our Ears 
be attentive to his Word, our Hearts affected 
towards it, our Minds bent upon it, our Lives 
conformable to it, and that we daily, duly, 
and diligently read and ſearch the Scriptures 
in the Purſuit thereof. As Solomon ſpeaks, 
Proc. ii. 2, 3, 4. Qicline thine Ear uno Ii 
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aum, and apply thine Heart unto Underſtand- 
ing. Cry after Knowledge, and lift up thy 
Hoice for Underſtanding. Seek for her, as for 
Silber, and ſearch for her as for hid Trea- 
ſure. Wiſdom is a "Treaſure of ineſtimable 
Value, and is not obtained by a few, eaſy, 
idle, and ſlothful Wiſhes, but by vigorous En- 
deavours in the Way of Duty. Men are often- 
times rich by Donation, without any Toils 
and Cares of their own, but wiſe and virtuous 
they cannot be, without their own Induſtry, 
and much Labour and Travel. Children inhe- 
rit their Parents Eſtates with eaſe, without any 
toilſome Labour and Wearineſs, but their 
Wiſdom and Virtues are not poſſeſſed without 


Pains, Fatigue, and Diligence. Good Pa- 


rents bequeath all that is in their Power (and 
that willingly too) to their Poſterity ; their 
Lands and Chattels they divide among them, 
but their Virtues can't be transferred; theſe 
will die with them, except by Diligence, and 
God's Bleſſing, they live in their Children, 
Though we deſcended from the Loins of faithful 
Abraham himſelf, or had the beſt and wiſeſt 
Perſons in the World, for our Parents, who do 
all they are capable of, to form us in their gract- 
ous Likeneſs: Yet we ſhall never attain it, if 
we be ſlothful, lazy, and diſobedient Children: 
Children that are without Faith; who will 
not receive Inſtruction, nor improve the 
Opportunities and Advantages we enjoy, to 
better our ſelves, in order to grow up in 
all commendable Virtues. That we may be 
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adding to our Faith Patience, to Patience 
Temperance, to Temperance Godlineſs, to 
Godlineſs brotherly Kindneſs, and Charity; 
and may have that Wiſdom from above, hi 
is firſt pure, then peaceable, gentle, eaſy to be 
intreated, that is full of Mercy, and of good 
Fruits, without Partiality and Hypocriſy, 
Jam. iii. 17. Theſe Things are the Fruits of 
God's Bleſſing, and our own Endeavours. 
Saith the Apoſtle, Give Attention unto Read- 
ing. Uſe all Diligence, that thy profiting may. 
appear unto all. And, Be not ſhthful, but 
Followers of thoſe, who through Faith and Pa- 
Hence inherit the Promiſes. 

But once more, this Doctrine alſo teacheth 
us, That the Holy Scriptures then only make 
us wiſe unto Salvation, when we cordially and 
ſincerely believe them. If we fail in this, to- 
wards them, they will certainly fail in the 
Matters ſpoken of towards us. For if we be- 
lieve not we mult periſh, I is Faith puts Life 
in the Scriptures, gives Power and Efficacy to 
them, and makes them ſufficient for our Salva- 
tion ; but without this they are to us as dead 
Letters, lifeleſs, inſipid, and impotent, that 
cannot warm the Heart, renew and ſanctify 
the Affections, nor reform the Life. Accord- 
ing as we believe or disbelieve the Scriptures, 
ſuch will be their Influence and Efhcacy upon 
our Souls and Conſciences. 

Jo them that believe they are precious, and 
ſwect, and profitable, a Savour of Life unto 


Life ; and do ſerve to all the Intents of Wit- 
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dom, Grace, and eternal Life, and to pull 
down ftrong Holds, and to caſt down Imagina- 
tions, and every high Thing that exalts it ſelf 
againſt the Knowledge of God, and to bring 
into Captivity every Thought to the Obedience 
of Chriſt, 2 Cor. x. 5. But to them that be- 
lieve not they are pernicious and deadly, Sa- 
aut of Death unto Death ; ſealing up and 
hardening Men to their everlaſting Ruin. 
WW hoſoever believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be 
ſaved ; but whoſoever belieceth not, ſhall be 
damned. Faith, as well as Holineſs, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary in all, whether rich or poor, 
learned or illiterate, that would become ciſe 
unto Sal:atiom, and be ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt. 
It is made fo by God's Decree and Appoint- 
ment: Saith the Apoſtle, God hath from the 
Beginning choſen you to Salvation, through San- 
etification of the Spirit, aud Belief of the 
Truth, 2 Theſ. ii. 13. Thoſe, therefore, 
who disbelieve the Scriptures, the Records 
which God hath given us of himſelf, and his 
Ways, hath made him a Liar, and hereby in- 
finitely provoked the high and holy One, and- 
rendered themſelves uncapable of Bleſſedneſs. 
He that believeth not ſhall not fee Life, but 
the Wrath of God abideth on him. 

(2.) By Way of Motive and Argument. If 
Parental Inſtruction is requiſite and neceſſar 
to produce the Knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures in our Children: Then let Parents en- 
gage carly, readily, and heartily therein. And 
that upon this twofold Conſideration. 

(1.) Be- 
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(1.) Becauſe God hath made it their Duty. 
(2.) Becauſe it is a Debt they owe their 
Children; and Love and Affection ſhould lead 

and conſtrain them to the Performance of it. 
(1.) Conſider God hath made it the Pa- 
rents Duty, and bound it upon them to be ear- 
ly and diligent in teaching their Children the 
Knowledge of the holy Scriptures. However, 
this explicite Command of God, that limits 
and confines Parents to ſcriptural Inſtruction in 
particular, doth not exclude their Children 
from the Searchand Enquiry after other Know- 
ledge, as they have Opportunity, Inclination, 
and Ability, to fit and qualify them for their 
reſpective Callings and Functions in the World. 
It implies that the Knowledge of the Scriptures 
is the beſt for Quality, and the only Know- 
ledge that is capable to make them wiſe unto 
Salvation. And, indeed, we need be no wiſer_ 
than to know how to get to Heaven, and to 
eſcape cternal Deſtruction. Here the Good- 
neſs of God is to be admired and adored, for 
though Children be committed to the Care and 
Tuition of their Parents, and inſtructing Work 
in general, is a difficult Work, that requires 
Knowledge, Experience, Skill, Pains, and 
Patience, to carry it on with Succeſ, ; and 
the Generality of Chriſtian Parents, under a 
Conſciouſneſs of their Weakneſs and Inability, 
may cry out, Lord, who is ſufficient for this? 
But then, though good Chriſtians may be de- 
tective in, and come ſhort of others, in Learn- 
ing and acquired Knowledge, and may want 
that 
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that Skill and Experience in the Languages, 
which Men of Letters are inveſted with, yet 
this by no Means incapacitates them for the 
Duty God calls them unto. 

For in this holy Diſcipline, which is neceſ- 
ſary to make Children wiſe unto Salvation, 
God doth not impoſe an unreaſonable Task up- 
on Men; he requires no more of them than the 
leaſt good Chriſtian can (by his ordinary Aſ- 
ſiſtance) perform. Tis true, if Parents were 
entirely left to themſelves, and their own Con- 
duct, to contrive Ways, and invent Means for 


this End, they muſt utterly deſpair of attain- 


ing it; for uo Man nes the Things of God, 
but by the Spirit of God. No Man, by the 
moſt indefatigable Labour and Study, can 
trace out the Way to Blefſedneſs, nor know 


how to make himſelf and his Children wiſe un- 


to Salvation, but as it is revealed. And bleſ- 
ſed be God ſo it is, and that plainly too. And 
that none may plead Ignorance as an Excuſe 
for the Neglect of this Duty; I mean, that 
none might ſay, I know not how to teach my 
Children, nor what Counſel to give them, nor 
what Inſtruction to lay before them, nor what 
Courſe and Method to take with them for ſuch 
a Purpoſe ; God himſelf is pleaſed to inter- 
poſe, and plainly and expreſly tells them what 
they muſt do, in Order hereunto. And to pre- 
vent all Miſtakes in a Matter of ſuch Moment 
and Conſequence as this, he fairly copies out 
their Duty in their own Language, and leaves 
it with them for their Directory, Dent. vi. 6 >; 7 
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All theſe Words which I command thee this 
Day, ſhall be in thine Heart, and thou ſhalt 
teach them diligently unto thy Children. And 
ſhalt talk of them when thou ſitteſt in thy Houſe, 
and when thou walkeſt by the Way, and when 
thou lieſt down, and when thou riſeſt up. The 
Matter of Inſtruction is the holy Scriptures, 
which, in Things neceſſary to Salvation, are 
plain, eaſy; and intelligible to the meaneſt 
Capacity. And he is a good Maſter, wiſe and 
$kilful in the Words of eternal Life, and excel- 
{ently qualified to teach his Children in this 
holy Language, who undertakes it with a wil- 
ling Mind, and with an humble and believing 
Heart ; and who is as careful to copy out the 
Precepts of the Scripture in his own Life, as he 
is to teach them his Children with his Mouth. 
And when Authority, Example, and Precept 
thus jointly concur in this good Work, what 
bleſſed Fruit may not Parents expect. Surely 
the Lives and Labours of ſuch, by the Grace 
of God, will not be in vain, "Tis an Honour 
God puts upon Parents, and the Heads of Fa- 
milies, in calling them in this Manner, to act as 
Prieſts in their own Houſes, offering up ſpiritual 
Sacrifices, holy and acceptable to God, which 
is their reaſonable Service. God will have 
the Houſes of Chriſtians like little Schools and 
Temples, Nurſeries of Knowledge and Virtue, 
ſacred to himſelf, within the Walls of which, 
upon all proper Occaſions, he requires a reli- 
gious Worſhip, and a religious Education, to 
be maintained and carried on, between the Pa- 
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rents and Children, and the Maſter and Fa- 
mily, with the greateſt Seriouſneſs and Dili- 

ence. Here Parents may ſee their Duty and 
Office what God calls them unto, what he 

ualities them for, and expreſsly requires of 
them, And to prevent all Diſcouragements 
herein, which may atiſe from the Conſidera- 
tion of Children's Stubbornneſs and Obſtinacy, 
or their Indiſpoſition and Averſion to good 
Diſcipline, God hath inveſted Parents with 
ſuch Authority, and ſo guarded and ſecured 
them in the Diſcharge of their Duty, by a 
Law made in Jſ-ael, that no Sons of Belial 
can preſume to violate, without. the utmoſt 
Danger, Exod. xxi. 17. He that curſeth his 


Father or his Mother, ſhall ſurely be put to 


Death. Yea, Children cannot ſo much as 
ſcorn and deride their Parents, though but in 
Looks or Geſtures, without extreme Hazard 
of a violent and ignominious Death. Pros. 
XXX, * The Eye that mocketh at his Father, 
and deſpiſeth to obey his Mother, the Racens 
of the Valley ſhall pick it out, and the young 
Eagle ſhall eat it. Thus when Parents conſi- 
der the Honour God puts upon them ; the 
Authority he inveſts them with, and guards 
againſt Contempt and Scorn, by Statutes made 
in Iſrael: Lea, conſidering that their own 
Children cannot deſpiſe and contemn them, in 
the Exerciſe of their Duty and Office, without 
violating a ſacred Ordinance, and expoſing 
themſelves to the utmoſt Danger. With what 
chearful and willing Minds, thould they enter 

L upon 
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74 Of Knowing the Scripture. 
upon the good Work which God calls them 
unto, and requires of them; and which we are 
aſſured they cannot negle& without extreme 
Peril to themſelves ? For if it ſhould come to 
paſs, that their Children ſhould be deſtroyed 
for lack of Knowledge (i. e.) if their Igno- 
rance of God, their Enmity to his Ways, and 
their vicious and prophane Lives, which are 
the Cauſe of their Ruin, be through their Pa- 
rents Default, through their Sloth, bad Ex- 
ample, and Neglect of Duty, they then equal- 
ly involve themſelves with their Children, in 
Ruin great and inevitable. What God faith 
to the Prophet, is virtually true of all Parents; 
he hath made them Watchmen over their Chil- 
dren, and they are to hear the Words of God's 
Mouth, and to teach them diligently unto their 
Children, in Seaſon and out of Seaſon. They 
are to give them Warnings of Sin and Death ; 
and to admoniſh them in the Name, and by the 
Authority of the living God, to relinquiſh un- 
godly Courſes, and ungodly Companions ; to 
break off from their $72 by Repentance, and to 
be wiſe, and willing to learn Righteouſneſs : 
But if they will not hear, nor learn, nor be 
perſwaded, they ſhall die in their Sins, but 
you hace delivered jour o], Souls. But if our 
Children die in their Iniquities, through our 
means; if they miſcarry, either for indulging 
them in Idleneſs and Folly, or for not teaching 
and admoniſhing them in their Duty, then Heir 
Blood will be required at our Hands, Ezek. 
iii. 17, to 20, Sure and certain Puniſhments, 
from 
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from the righteous Judge of Heaven and Earth, 
will befall careleſs and ſlothful Parents, as well 
as wicked and undutiful Children. God will 
not diſpenſe with the Neglect of this Duty, 
upon any Account, where there is Capacity, 
and the Childrens Condition requires it. 'Thoſe 
Parents therefore, who do ſpend the whole 
Day in the Cares and Buſineſſs 

and the Night in Pleaſure, Sleep, and Idle- 
neſs; who conſume all their Time in Vanity 
and Folly, even that too, with the reſt, which 
God commands to be redeemed and devoted to 
his Service, for their own and their Childrens 
Benefit, are fooliſh Prodigals, laviſh of their 
Talents, and do ſpend more than God allows, 
and they can account for. Oh how ſad and 


uncomfortable will ſuch Mens Reckoning be at 


laſt! What Excuſes will they be able to frame, 
when God ſhall enter into judgment with 
them, for their Slothfulneſs, their wretched 
Abuſe of 'Time, their Contempt of God, and 
the Word of his Grace, and the notorious Neg- 
lect of their Children? Or, what Apologies 
can they make in their own Defence, that ſhall 
be ſufficient to avert their righteous Sentence ? 
All they can alledge to juſtify their ungodly 
Conduct, will be inſignificant; 'twill be with- 


out colour of Reaſon or Juſtice, a mere trifling 


with Words, which will rather ſwell and ag- 
gravate their Guilt, than extenuate it, God 
cannot be deceived, nor impoſed upon, by fair 
or fine Words, nor prevailed with by any 
means to paſs Sentence, but according to the 
9 L 2 | true 
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76 Of Krawing the Scripture. 
true Merits of the Cauſe, Theſe that hace 
done well ſhall enter 4nto Life, and thoſe 
that have done Foil into eternal Condenima- 
tion, where the Wrath of God for ever abides 
upon them. As we would therefore avoid the 
Fate of ſuch flothful, wicked Men, and ſee 
good Days and good Children, let us fhun 
their Practices, and engage heartily in our 
Chriſtian Duty, and hereby honour God, that 
by his Bleſſing upon our Endeavours, the riſi ing 
Generation may inereaſe in Knowledge and 
Virtue, as they do in Vears, and may be ſuch, 
as hall ſeek and ſerve the Lord when we are 
dead and gone; that God may fpeak in Con 
mendation of us, what he doth of Alu n, 
ſaying, I know him, that he will comma his. 
Child: en, and his Houſhold after him, tu keep 
the Way of the Lord, Gen. xviii. 19. | 

(2. 1 Parents ſhould inſtruct their Children in 
the Holy Scriptures, becauſe tis a Debt the 
owe them, and Love and Affection ſhould: lead, 
and conſtrain them to the Performance thercof. 
Parents are obliged, to the utmoſt of their 
Power, to ſeek the Good, and prevent the Evil 
of their Children, they are to uſe all due Means, 
and take due Pains and Care, that they be wiſe 
and holy, comfortable and uſeful here, and 
happy for ever. The lower Rank and Order 
of Creatures, by the bare Inſtinct of Nature, 
ecutrive the Safety, and labour for the Conve- 
niencies of their young Ones, What admirable 
Art do the little Birds diſcover, and Pains take, 
in working their Nelts, or building 1 their Hou- 


ſes, 
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ſes, and nurfing their tender Brood, till they 


can ſhift for themſelves? And if bare Nature, 
unathſted by any other Thing, prompts them 
to this; how much more | Reafon and 
Grace, ſupper-added to Nature, in Men, con- 
ſtrain them to regard their Children? Children 
are of a compounded Nature, or double Capa- 
city, as they have Souls and Bodies, each of 
which have particular Concernments belonging 
to them, which Parents muſt mind, and be 
helpful and ferviceable thereunto, upon all Oc- 
caſions, as they have Opportunity and Ability. 
But then, as thoſe Concernments are vaſtly 
different, in their Nature, Tendency, and 
Conſequences: As one of them is intinitely 
more weighty and momentous than the other; 
as the Affairs of their Souls, and their final 
Happineſs, do incomparably exceed thoſe of 
their Bodies, fo thould Parents be fure to give 
them the Preference, both in their Eſteem, 
Choice and Practice. It ſhould be their earl 

Care and Reſolution (by the Grace of God 

to do their beſt, and their utmoſt, to promote 
and further their dear Off- ſprings chief Good, 
and ultimate End. This, indeed, is a Work 
of that Importance and Neceſſity, that our Sa- 
viour will have us to 2 all other Matters, 
in compariſon to it. vi. 31, 33. Take no 
Thenght, ſaying, what ſhall we eat? Or; 
what ſhall we drink? Or, wherewithal ſhatl 
we be cloathed ? But ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom 
of God, and his Righteouſneſs, and bes 
Things ſhall be added therennto. If ** 
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begin betimes, if they be diligent and ſtudious, 
to train up their tender Ones in the Ways 
of Gad; if it be their principal Care to furniſh 
them with Knowledge and Grace, that they 
may be meet for the Kingdom of God, there 
wil be no want of necetiary Proviſion. Saith 
the Pſaimiſt, Goa will give Grace and Glory, 
and 10 good Thing cih hold from them that 
alk uprightly, Pal. lxxxiv. 11. 

(2. Canſider that the Condition and Ne- 

ceil.ties of your Children's tender Age doth 
ciaim, and cali for your ſpeedy Aſſiſtance and 
Inſtruction. I hey not only brought a ſinful, 
corrupt Nature into the World with them, and 
continually carry it about them, which ſticks 
cloſer to them than their Garments, and which 
too powerfully incline them to Sin and Folly, 
but they have alſo a raging Devil, and an en- 
maring World without, and round about them, 
to entice, delude, and deſtroy them: And ſo 
weak, ignorant and impotent, are they in 
themſelves, that they have no Power nor Skill, 
either to cope, or contend with, much lets to 
overcome thoſe mighty Giants that are riſen up 
againſt them, and do reſtleſly ſeck the Life of 
their Souls. This is their Condition, and a 
little Conſideration will enforce this Acknow- 
ledgment, and fully .convince you, that your - 
Children cannot help themſelves, Nature and 
Affection requires you to aſſiſt them, and this 
you muſt do, or in all probability they are loſt. 
'Tis true, Children, by reaſon of their Igno- 


rance, and want of Experience, are not ſenſi- 
ble 
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ble of their own Danger and Enemies. Poor 
Creatures, they little think What Snares and 
Baits, and Traps, are, in their tender Years, 
laid for them; and what furious Enemies do aſ- 
fault them, and lurk for their Ruin, from their 
Cradles. Their Condition doth certainly call 
for the ſame Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance Fob's 
did in his great Diſtreſs: Have Pity upon me, 
O my Parents! Help Father, aſſiſt Mother, 
your infant helpleſs Child (now in imminent 
Danger of being ſhipwrack'd for ever) with 
your ſeaſonable and interpoſing Counſel, In- 
ſtruction, and Prayers, that I periſh not. 
The Care of their Bodies you chearfully un- 
dertake, and if your Abilities anſwer, you 
grudge them nothing (in any — that is 
conducive to their temporal Welfare and Ad- 
vantage: For a graceful Carriage, for Skill in 
Languages, for Knowledge and Experience in 
Arts and Sciences, Gc. which renders them 
accompliſhed Men, and qualities them for the 
Buſineſs and Converſation of Men and Things 
in this World]; yea, for rich and ſumptuous Diet, 
Apparel, and Pleaſure, you ſpare for nothin 
but are rather lavith and orofale than niggard- 
ly. Now, you that expend ſo much to poliſh 
and deck the outward Man, the leaſt and pe- 
riſhing part in your Children; how much more, 
if you have the Faith of Chriſtians, and the 
Affection and Compaſſion of Parents, ſhould it 
be your Concern to adorn their better Part, 
their immortal Souls, with Divine Knowledge 
and Grace? | any Z 
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Ihis is the beſt and moſt valuable Furniture 
and Accompliſhment they can poſſibly be en- 
dowed with, and all other Things ſhould give 
way unto, and be poſtpon d to it; and that for 
this Reaſon, becauſe this of it ſelf makes them 
wiſe unto Salvation; it procures them the Fa- 
vour of God, it intereſts them in the Benefits of 
Jeſus Chriſt, it fits them for Converſe and 
Communion with him in this Life, and for his 
Enjoyment in the next. But without this, all 
natural, human or acquired Knowledge and 
Endowments, though of the firſt Magnitude, or 
largeſt Extent, will be inſignificant to Bleſſed- 
nefs; for ſhould our Children, by Induſtry and 
Improvement, come to be ever ſo worldly wiſe ; 
ſhould they be ever ſo well verſed and skilled 
in all the Arts and Ways of Reaſoning well, 
and of getting and preſerving a good Eſtate, 
yet if they be perfect Strangers to, and igno- 
rant of the Holy Scriptures, which are able to 
make them wile unto Salvation, they, and all 
their Knowledge, Wealth and Ingenuity, muſt 
periſh together. Where then is the Piety and 
Prudence of thoſe Parents, whoſe principal 
and fole Care is, to make their Children rich 
and t, without any regard to their being 
is and Good? And, = will at any — 0 
purchaſe barren Curioſities to embelliſh their 
Bodies, when, at the ſame 'Time, by a ſupine 
Careleſſneſs, they ſtarve and impoverith their 
Souls ? It would be accounted very unnatural 
and inhuman, in a Father or Mother, to ſuffer 
a Child, or ſo muchas a Servant, to ſtarve for 
Ha want 
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want of Food ; but how much greater Cruelty 
and Barbarity mutt ir be thought, to ſuffer 
a precious and immortal Soul (and one for 
whom Chriſt died) 20 periſh for lack of Know- 
ledge, and neceſlary Inſtruction. The Apoſtle 
Paul thinks no Language hard and bad 
enough for thoſe, who negle& the temporal 
Welfare of their Families; who either idle, 


and play away that Time, which by Labour 


they ſhould improve for them, or elſe profuſe- 
ly waſte and ſquander away their Subſtance in 
Pleaſure and Vanity ; or, by a ſordid, cove- 
tous 'Temper, with-hold what is neceſſary for 
them. His Words are theſe, He that provides 
not for his own, eſpecially for theſe of his on 
Houſe, hath denied the Faith, and is worſe 


than an Infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. What then 


ſhall be ſaid of them, who perfectly neglect 
their Children's Souls, and their final Happt- 
neſs, who make no Proviſion for them, nor 
adminiſter (either by Counſel, Precept, or 
Example) any Comfort to them, but by a 
{inful and cruel Indulgence, ſuffer them to con- 
tinue ignorant of God, and the Way to Bleſ- 
ſedneſs, and to live in the Commiiton of Sin, 
and corrupt Cuſtoms, unadmoniſhed and uncor- 


rected ? Parents ſhould ſeriouſly conſider, It 


© they take no Care and Pains to do their Chil- 


© dren good, they muſt expect abundance of 


© Sorrow in ſeeing them bad; for if they prove 
© Enemies to God through your Default, they 
© Will not long be Friends to you; for natural 
© Love often ends in unnatural Hatred; for a 


. M _© wick- 
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© wicked Man or Woman will not conſcienti- 
© ouſly be a good Son, nor a good Daughter. 
© How juſt therefore is it with God, that that 
© Son or Daughter, whom we do not delire, 
© and endeavour to make Friends to him, 
© ſhould become Foes to us? And, that that 
© Child whom we indulge in Sin, ſhould in 
© Time to come prove the greateſt Grief of our 
Hearts; God ſuffering, to our Sorrow, him, 
© or her, to rebel againſt us, whom we ſuf- 
© fered and ſaw, without Sorrow, to rebel 
© againſt him. If therefore, there be 
Bowels of Pity, if auy Compaſſion of Love, if 
any Kindneſs and tender Aﬀettions in our own 
Boſoms, for the Souls of thoſe God hath com- 
mitted to our Care, and we are deſirous to 
fee good Days, and good Children, then let 
us early and heartily engage in the Work of 
Inſtruction ; teaching them all thoſe Things 
which God commands us ; that by the Divine 
Bleſling upon our Endeavours, we may have 
the Satisfaction to ſee them skilful in the 
Knowledge of Sacred Things, that they may 
ſo know the Scriptures, as to delight in them, 
to meditate upon them, to aſſent to them, and 
to regulate and govern their Lives and Practice 
by them. But once more, 

(3.) Parents ſhould conſider, That they are 
not only to teach and inſtruct their Children 
well, but alſo to their utmoſt preſerve them 
from Evil. Their Care of them doth not end 
with bare Inſtruction, but extends to every 
Branch of their Converſation, Parents are to 

rule 
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rule their Houſes well, and to keep their Chil- 
dren in Subjection with all Gravity. They are 
to govern them with a grave, a mild, a diſ- 
creet, and engaging Behaviour ; with a Beha- 
viour becoming Chriſtian Parents, ſuch as ſhall 
argue Aﬀection and good Will towards them, 
and expreſs a Deſire to profit them, and be apt 
to gain Attention and Obedience. Saith God 
to the Iſraelites, Ne ſhall command your Chit 
dren to obſerve to do all the Words of this 
Law, Deut. xxxii. 46. And faith the Apo- 
ſtle, Children obey your Parents in all Things, 
(i. e.) in whatſoever is agreeable to the Mind 
and Will of the Supreme Governor of Heaven 
and Earth, Ch. iii. 10. Now, as parental _ 
Authority extends thus far, they are obliged 
to exereiſe it, for this weighty Reaſon, among 
others, becauſe /ig their Life. Saith Moſes, 
Deut. xxxii. 46, 47. Tis not a vain Thing for 
you, to command your Children to obſerce to do 
all the Words of this Law: Fr tis your Life. 
As therefore, Parents are deſirous to live and 
be happy themſelves, and to principle the 
Minds and Hearts of their Children with good 
and gracious Qualifications, and to fee the 
Work of Inſtruction to proſper with them; let 
them take care there be no Obſtruction offer'd 
hereunto by their Companions. The Compa- 
ny Children ordinarily keep and converſe with, 
as they be either virtuous or vicious, ſuch will 
be the Influence of Inſtructions upon them : 
Good Companions will be no Hindrance unto, 
but rather Encouragers of, and Contributers 
M 2 to 
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to forward, advance, and make them effectual. 
But bad Companions will obſtruct, and render 
them void and uſeleſs; becauſe Children are 
more ready to be governed by Example than 
Precept. 

And you ſhould conſider, that Children who 
deſcend from the Loins of the beſt Parents, 
have a corrupt Quality in them, derived from 
guilty Adam, the Parent of all our Miſcries, 
which renders them ſuſceptible of vicious Im- 
preſſions, and makes them liable to be caſily 
corrupted. This Conſideration ſhould awa- 
ken in Parents, a due Concern to fortify and 
guard their tender young Ones, againſt an 
Evil ſo dangerous and threatening; not only 
by teaching hem well, and admoniſhing them 
daily, but likewiſe by taking care what Com- 
pany they keep, what Language they learn, 
and what Cuſtoms they imbibe. This ſhould 
not be thought bcneath the Notice of a wiſe 
Man, but rathcr a picce of good Prudence, 
which it well managed, will prevent abun- 
dance of Miſchict; for how often, under the 
Colour of innoccut Diverſion, is maintained, 
by ſome wicked Children, a criminal Conver- 
ſation, by their poiſonous Breath, and enticing 
Example, they endanger the moſt virtuous and 
innocent among them. Vice is infectious, and 
therefore it thould be artfully concealed, and 
kept at a diſtance from Children: The leſs 
foul, obſcene, and prophane Language they 
hear, and corrupt and vicious Practices they 
ſee, ſo much the better: And che moſt _ 
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al Way (under God) to bring this to paſs, is 
to preſerve them from bad Company. But if 
this part of the Parents Care and Duty be neg- 


lected; and by that means, the Children who 


are uncapable to chuſe for themſelves, ſhould 
by 3 contract Acquaintance with bad 
Company, in whom they be every Thing that 
is bad, and from whom they hear nothing that 
is good; and who by their Language and Ex- 
am ; are perpetually tempting them to Sin, 
and finful Diverſions, without a Miracle of 
Grace, the Contagion will reach and infect 
them. And this is not to be wonder'd at, be- 
cauſe the vicious Quality inherent in Mankind, 
makes them prone to that which is Evil, and 
averſe to that which is Good. Children who 
have the Advantage to hear the beſt Lectures 
of Divinity read unto them, and the Loſt Ex- 
ample ſet before them, yet by the Te deny of 
the corrupt Principle within, and the influence 
of bad Company without, they will ſooner be 
induced to the Love and Practice of Vice than 
of Virtue, 

This corrupt Quality in Children makes 
them naturally affect Eaſe, Folly, Sin, Plea- 
ſure, and Idleneſs: They run into them by In- 
clination ; and what under Heaven can pothbly 
check and ſtop them in their Courſe, and re- 
claim them, when with Inclination is joined the 
Prevalency of corrupt Cuſtoms from bad Com- 
pany ? He that walks with wiſe Men fhall be 
wiſe; but a Companion of Fools ſhall be de- 
ſiroged, Prov. xii, 20, According to the good 

or 
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or bad Qualities of the Company Children or- 
dinarily keep, are intimate with, and delight 
in, ſuch will be their Influence upon them, 
either for their Good and Benefit, or their 
Hurt and Detriment. 

The Way of Vice and Pleaſure is ſmooth, 
level, broad, pleaſant and deſireable to cor- 
rupt Nature; tis grateful to Fleſh and Blood, 
and agreeable and pleaſing to ſenſual Deſires 
and Affection: Tis a Way that is neither 
ſtraitened for Room, nor deſtitute of Compa- 
ny, nor void of Mirth and Joility, no, nor 
barren of any Thing that ſerves either to feed 
and flatter, or to entice and pleaſe Men's ſen- 
fitive Appetites. Saith our bleſſed Saviour, E 
is broad, and many there be that walk in it, 
Mat. vii. 13, Much Company, and much 
Space, and Pleaſures too without Bounds and 
Limits, are met with, and found there. There, 
according to the Apoſtle, Laſcizionufneſs, 
. Lifts, Exceſs of Wine, Revellings, Banquet- 
ang, luxurious Feaſtings, and all Intempe- 
rance, and abominable Idolatry, are tolerated 
and practiſed, as though the moſt commenda- 
ble Virtues. Aud this pleaſant, jovial Way, 
1s ſo delightſome and ſatisfying to the Ungod- 
ty, that they highly wonder any ſhould be 
thy of it, or deny themſelves the Pleaſures 
and Contentments of it. Saith St. Peter, 
1 Epiſt. iv. 3, 4. They think it ſtrange, that 
you run not with them to the ſame Exceſs of 
Riot, ſpeaking Ecil of yor. 


But 
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But on the other Hand conſider, The Way 


to Wiſdom and Virtue is narrow, craggy, ſteep, 
and of diſhcult Aſcent, and but fi Cont 

nions youll find therein; and nothing at all 
that is gratifying to Fleſh and Blood, Neither 
Children nor Men can walk in this Way, but 
upon the moſt ſtrict and ſelf-denying Terms, 
without denying Ungodlineſs, and worldly Liiſts, 
and living Bork. righteonſly, and godlilyin this 
preſent JVorld, Titus ii. 12. In this Way no 
Progreſs can be made, nor Proficiency attain- 
ed, but by Labour, Diligence, Patience, and 
Perſeverance ; in Oppoſition to all Sloth, 
Idleneſs, Impatience, and Wearineſs. True 


Wiſdom, like "Treaſure in the Earth, is deep 


and difficult to come at; we mult therefore 


dig and labour, as well as cry and pray for it, 
or 'tis in vain to expect it. 'The Terms by 
which we attain this Bleſſing, are ſet down by 
Solomon, in Prov. ii. 1, to 5. My Son, if thou 
wilt receive my Words, and hide my Command- 
ments with thee ; ſo that thou incline thine 
Ear unto Wiſdom, and apply thine Heart unto 
Underſtanding : If thou cryeſt after Know- 
ledge, and liſteſt up thy Voice for Underſftand- 
ing: If thou ſeekeſt her as Silver, and ſcarch- 
ft or her as for hidden Treaſure : Then ſhalt 
thou underſtand the Fear of the Lord, and 
fand the Knowledge of God. 

The Treaſure of Wiſdom is not gotten by 
lazy Wiſhes and flothful Deſires, but by dili- 
gent and vigorous Endeavours. He that will 
be wiſe unto Salyation muſt ſteadily and con- 
i ſtantly 
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ſtantly devote himſelf to the Study, the Medi- 
tation, and Practice of the Holy Scriptures, 
without fainting. And how averſe Mankind 
in general are by Nature, to this Way of La- 
bour and Diligence, is too evident, by the ex- 
tream Difficulty there is to perſwade them to 
come into it. For though it be the only Way 
to be wiſe and happy, and of the vaſteſt Im- 
portance to themſelves, and their Souls for 
ever, yet they have no Hearts to attend it. 
'They look upon it as a dull, moroſe, and me- 
lancholy Way; as a Way of no Pleaſure nor 
Profit, nor at all to be deſired; therefore they 
diſlike it: They ſhun it as though hurtful and 
dangerous, they argue againſt it, they ſcorn 
and deride it, and in Token of Contempt they 
avoid it, they paſs not by it, they turn from 
it, and paſs away. 

Yea, how often is it found (and the more 
is the Pity) that thoſe very Children who have 
entred early into the Chriſtian Race, or School 
of Chriſt, under the Care and Conduct of re- 
ligious Parents, who have expreſſed their good 
Liking of it, have been zealouſly affected to- 
wards it, in Appearance have made conſider- 
able Progreſs in it, and have given encoura- 
ging Hopes of an undiſguiſed Sincerity; yet 
aſter all, to the Amazement of Mankind, by 
the pernicious Influence of bad Company, have 

rown ſick and weary of it, have had the 
Edge of their Aﬀections blunted towards it, 
and taken off from it, their Paſſions excited 
againſt it, and all the good Impreſſions of it, 
| | together 
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together with their blooming Hopes have been 
defaced and extinguiſhed, VAT; 

The Defection, or falling away of ſuch Chit- 


dren, is a ſore Affliction to good Parents, it trou- 
bles their Bowels, and diſquiets their Souls, and 


makes their Sorrows and Concerns great and 


unſpeakable. And how can it otherwiſe chooſe ! 


when it preſages inevitable Ruin to them, and 


plainly tells us, as well as the Language of bad 
Actions can do, that the Fruit of all our La- 
bours and Travail we have expended upon 
them, is likely to be reaped by a Stranger, an 
Adverſary, the worſt of Adverſaries, the De- 
vil himſelf, who goeth up and down the World 
like a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom he may de- 


gur, 1 Peter v. 8. How can ſuch Parents for- 


bear lamenting with the Prophet! Oh that 
mine Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a 
Fountain of Tears, that I may weep Thy and 
Night, for the Deſtruction of the Daughter of 
my People, Jer. ix. 1. No number of Tears 
are ſufficient to bewail ſuch Childrens Conditi- 
on, which will iſſue in certain and eternal Mi- 
ſery, if divine Mercy and Goodneſs interpoſe 
not. Oh that Children in general would ſeri- 
ouſly conſider, there is no ſporting nor trifling 
with Holy Things; no playing at faſt and looſe 
with God ! If you forſake God, God will for- 
fake you; and the Conſequence thereof will 
be exceeding bitter and terrible. Read Jer. 
ii. 19. and tremble; Thine own Wickedneſs 
ſhall correct thee, and thy Back/liding ſhall 
reprove thee ; know therefore and ſee, that it 
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go Of : Knowing #he Scripture; 

is an evil Thing, and bitter, that thou haſt. 
forſaken the Lord thy.God, aud that my Fear. 

is n6t in thee, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 
Now from theſe Conſiderations, how much 
doth it concern religious Parents, as they are 
willing to have their Children good,-and to 
eſcape evil, not only to inſtruct them well, to 
read good Leſſons to them, to ſet a good Ex- 
awple before them, and to lay their Commands 
upon them; but alſo, in a particular Manner, 
to have their Eyes upon them, and to regard 
their Converſation, and ſce that their Compa- 
ny and Acquaintance be every way ſuitable to 
the Education you give them, and the Hopes 
you conccive of them; leſt by too great Indul- 
- gence towards them, in this reſpect, or a faulty 
Connivance at them, they ſhould, for want of 
Judgment, fall into, and.grow fond of vicious 
Society, who will gradually unweave the 
Work you. have , wrought ; uhteach them 
what you have taught; and puſh them upon 
ſuch ruinons Courſes, and fatal Precipices, as 
will unqueſtionably endanger their Morals and 
Comforts here, and their Souls for ever? But 
alas! ſenſible I am; that though you be ever 
fo faithful and diligent, in fulfilling the Law of 
your Duty, yet all will iſſue in Diſappointment, 
without the Divine Alliſtance and Bleſſing. 
And therefore, to your other Endeavours, add 
humble and fervent Prayers, that the God of 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, would be pleaſed to 
{end down his Holy Spirit. among you, to join 
and. concur with you in teaching your .Chilz 
| dren, 
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dren, that by his gracious Influences upon their 
Hearts and Minds, the Work may be carried 
on with Vigor, and profper; the Obſtacles and 
Prejudices in the Way of it removed, their Pro- 


ficiency evident; and to your Souls Content 


and Satisfaction, the Marks of Wiſdom and 
Picty may be impreſſed upon them, and grow 
up more and more win ent, and be viſibly 
manifeſt in their Lives and Converfation. © 
But, laſtly, To young Ones who are entred 
into the School of Chritt, and are Candidates 
for Glory; be ambitious of, and zealoufly en- 
deavour, to obtain that Commendation which 
the Apoſtle gave Timothy in the Text, that 
from Childhood you may know the Holy 


Scriptures, which are able to make you wiſe © 


unto Salvation, through Faith which is in Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, © $59" | oe) 

For this End receive Inſtruction readily and 
thankfully, weigh it ſeriouſly; and improve it 
diligently. Liſten to the Words of Miſdom at- 
tentively, Hear as for your Life, becauſe from 
thence are the Iſſues of Life and Death. Who 
will give a careleſs Ear, be unattentive, or lu- 
dicrous, upon his Trial of Life and Death? 
By pteus Inſtruction, God and Men are freely, 


friendly, and ſeriouſly too, debating the Caſe 


with you (God as Principal, Men as Inſtru- 
ments ) not out of Intereſt to themſelves, but pure- 
ly for your own Advantage: for be you ever ſo 
wiſe and holy, yet what do you give God? 
Or, what receiveth he at your Hand? The 


Benefit and Advantages are wholly your own. 
7 N 2 Hows+ 
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However, God and Men plainly and compaſſi- 
onately tell you your true State and Condition 
by Nature and Practice; that your Faculties 
and Powers are depraved, a your Hearts 
and Lives corrupt and ſinful ; that though your 
Years be few, yet your Sins be many ; and 
that, by the Temptations of the Devil, a vain 
World, and a vainer Heart, you have con- 
tracted much Guilt, and by virtue of it, are 
ually involved with the reſt of Mankind, in 
all Miſeries and Calamities, temporal, ſpiritu- 
al, and eternal, and that you need a Remedy 
as much as any. Now the Goodneſs of God, 
and Kindneſs of Parents, in inſtructing you, 
are to help and lead you to this Remedy ; that 
-.you may reap the Benefits of it, and live for 
ever. Saith God, Hearken unto me, keep 
ſound Wiſdom and Diſcretion, and they ſhall 
be Life unto thy Soul, and Grace unto thy 
Neck, Prov. iii. 21, 22. So again, Proc. 
iv. 4. Let thine Heart retain my Words, keep 
my Commandments and live. Which plainly 
intimates theſe two Things. | 

(1.) That Life is only attained by regard- 
ing the Words of Wiſdom. And, 

( 2.) That to reje& the Words of Wiſdom, 
or the Holy Scriptures, is to reject Life with 
them, and to fall under a Neccllity of periſh- 
ing eternally, For to reject the Holy Scrip- 
tures is virtually the ſame, as to deny, and 
aſhamed of Chriſt and his Words, than which 
nothing is more deſtructive, as you may learn 
from our Saviour, Mat. x. ; 3. and Mark 1 8. 
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WWhoſoever ſhall deny, and be aſhamed of me, 
and of my Words, in this adulterous and ſinful 
Generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of Mau 
be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of his 
Father, with the Holy Angels. Tis a moſt 
certain 'Truth, and which all Children, as well 
as Men, who are finally ungodly and unbe- 
lieving, will find verified to their woful Expe- 
rience at laſt, Such as be ſo unwiſe and wic- 
ked, as to deal falſely and unfaithfully with 
Chriſt and his Words in this Life, he will 
treat them after the ſame manner in the next; 
and to their eternal Shame and Confuſion, ex- 
poſe them to the Scorn, Contempt, and Deri- 
ſion of God, Angels and Men. Now, you 
cannot but know, if you know any 'Thing of 
God, and religious Matters, that the Diſplea- 
ſure of Chriſt, and his high Indignation, are 
the worſt and greateſt of Evils, that poſſibly 
can attend you ; for in them are included your 
Loſs of God and endleſs Happineſs, therefore 
carefully avoid them, and all ſuch Company 
and Courſes, as will unavoidably bring them 
upon you. And conſider, ſhould you prove ſo 
obſtinately reſolute (which God forbid) as to 
rſiſt in rejecting, and denying the Words of 
Wiſdom „in ſpite of all Counſel, Inſtruction, 
and Admonition, what will be the Event 2 
Nothing elſe, you may depend upon it, but 
gratifying Satan in your own Deſtruction. 
Wretched Children! infatuated and mad! 
What elſe muſt you be; if at ſo dear a rate you 
pleaſe and gratify ſuch an infernal Fiend, 
the 
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the principal Adverſary of your Souls and Sal- 
rc 25 
* Methinks this Conſideration ſhould awaken 
all Children, and eſpecially thoſe who have 
had the moſt tender and delicate Training up, 
and moſt advantagious Education, from indul- 
gent Parents, who (for the moſt part) as they 
have Ability, think nothing too dear, too much, 
nor too good, for their Children; who in rea- 
ſon, allow them all the Eaſe, the Comfort, 
the Pleaſure, the Encouragement, and Satis- 
faction, their Eſtates and Company can yield, 
and will ſuffer none to injure them. How can 
ſuch Children, without the greateſt Paſſion of 
Mind; think of exchanging all theſe Things for 
the molt deplorable Condition? For a Condi- 
on that is miſerable beyond Expreſſion; and 
for Company, that will perpetually inſult and 
tyrannize over them. To cndure Hardſlſup 
Wants, Injuries, and Troubles, under the 
Profpect and Hopes of Relief and Deliverance; 
is Chriſtian like, and tolerable. But to paſs 
from a State of Eaſe, of Plenty and Pleaſure, 
mto a Condition of endleſs Wants and Woes. 
where our Pangs and Dolors will be without 
Fafe, and without End; this is terrible and 
intolerable, and no Conſiderations whatſoever 
can aſſwage or allay it. 
For ſhould Children be fo vain as to. flat- 
ter themſelves, that becauſe they deſeended 
from the Loins of rich and good Parents, and 
had greater Advantages, a better and more li- 
beral Education, and a more plentiful Allow- 
| ance 


4 


Of Knowing the Scripture. 93 


ance to encourage and 4 Vs them in their 
Labour and Studies; and have better natural 
and acquired Accompliſhments; than the man- 
born, the rude, the vulgar, the illiterate, and 
uncultivated, that therefore they ſhall fare bets, 
ter, and be treated with more Mildneſs, Le- 
«| * nity, and Clemency in the other World, than 
they; they are mightily miſtaken : For the 
greater our Benefits, Privileges, and Advan- 
tages be in this Life, if we uſe them illy, or 
abuſe them, 'the greater will be our Tormeats 
in the next. Saith the Holy Ghoſt, How much 
ſhe hath glorified her ſelf, and lived delici- 
oufly ; ſo much Torment and Sorrow pioe ber, 
Rey. xviii. 7. And to the fame Purpoſe 
faith our bleſſed Lord, Mar. xi. 23, 24. Aud 
thon Capernaum, which art exalted unto Hea- 
ven, ſhalt be brought down to Hell ; for if the 
mighty Works which have been dine in thee, 
had been in Sodom, it would have remained 
unto this Day. But it ſhall be more tolerable 
for Sodom, mn the Day of Faugment, than far 
thee. Neither will it be a Mitigation of their 
Miſeries to think upon their Parent's Happi- 
neſs: Yea, was it real what is repreſented in 
the Parable, that the miſerable Spirits in Hell 
were in Sight of the triumphant State, and 
could behold their godly Parents in the King-. 
dom of Heaven, with their holy and dutiful 
Children in their Boſom, and remembring 
their Love, their Care, their Kindneſs and Li- 
berality to them in this Life, might now alſo 
hope for ſome Relief in their Extremity, — 
88 twi 
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*twill be in vain. For though, like Dives; 
they ſhould importune and beg it in the moſt 
moving and pitiful Manner, ſaying, Good Fa- 
ther Abraham look upon us, and behold the 
deſperate and forlorn Condition of us, thy un- 
happy Children ; unhappy for being undutiful 
to thee, and diſobedient to our Lord and Ma- 
ker. Once we would not hear, nor learn, nor 
believe, nor be perſwaded, though mightily 
importuned thereunto. Counſel, Inſtruction, 
Prayers, and Warnings, were all loſt upon us; 
for we ſet them at naught, and deſpiſed them, 


and obſtinately refuſed Mercy. But alas! now | 


too late we are convinced, now we ſee our 
youthful Follies, and ſmart for them : And 


now our Anguiſh is great, beyond Concep- 


tion ; and our Torments intolerable, becauſe 
they are eternal. Yet ſo miſerable as we have 
made our ſelves, we would be glad of, and 
accept as a Favour, any little Thing, that ſhall 
aſſwage our Dolours but a Moment. Send thy 
Son Lazarus, to dip the Tip of his Finger in 
Water, to cool our Tongues, for we are torment- 
ed in this Flame. Abraham returns them 
this Anſwer, Sons, remember that you in your 
Life-time received your good Things, and like- 
wiſe Lazarus his evil Things; bit nie he is com- 
forted, and you are tormented. And beſides 
all this, between us and you there is a great 
Gulf fed: So that they which would paſs 
from hence to you cannot, neither can they paſs 
to us, that would come from thence. Which 


Anſwer of holy Abraham gives us to under- 
| ſtand, 
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ſtand, that the State of the damned is unalter- 


ably fixed. "Tis a deplorable State, without 


Eaſe, without Comfort, and without End, 


' Lnke xvi. 24, 25, 26. Now from theſe Con- 


ſiderations, how much is it Children's Intereſt 
to regard Inſtructions, to receive them thank- 
fully, and to bleſs God for them heartily e 
That by the Bleſſing of the All-Mighty and All- 
Merciful God, they may obtain that Character 
and Commendation the Apoſtle gave Timothy 
in our 'Text ; That from Childhood you have 
known the Holy Scriptures,” which are able to 
make you wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith 
which is in Feſus Chriſt, And to this 
End, | 
diligently. Begin betimes, with a willing 
Mind, and a teachable Heart: Be ready to 
hear and receive, and apt and forward to learn 
and retain good Inſtructions, that the Marks 
and Impreſſions of them may be deep upon 
you, and dwell continually with you. Shew 
no Diſlike to the Work of Inſtruction, either 
by Impatience, or growing weary under it, 
nor frame any Excuſes from your tender Years, 
to induce you to decline and negle& it. Tis 


your unqueſtionable Duty: God himſelf, as _ 


well as your dear Parents (by his Authority) 
calls for it, and requires it; Eccl. xii. 1. Re- 
member now thy Creator in the Days of thy 
Touth, while the evil Days come not, nor the 
Tears draw nigh, when thou ſhalt ſay, 1 have 
10 Pleaſure in them. By which Words tis 

0 | evident, 
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evident, God would have young ones know 
and conſider what a ſpecial Seaſon and Oppor- 


tunity they have, to provide for their Com- 
fort and Safety for the preſent, and to guard 


and ſecure themſelves againſt Evils to come. 


In this favourable Juncture, all Things are 
- promiſing, and every Thing conſpires to a 


happy lilue. Now the Father doth call and 


wait, the Son invites and offers, and the Holy 
Ghoſt doth ſtrive and convince; and good Pa- 
rents, and Miniſters likewiſe, by their Lives 
and Labours do concur hereunto, as Inſtru- 
ments to ſo bleſſed a Work. Now, under all 
theſe Advantages, what conſiderable Progreſs 
might Children make, and Benefits reap, if 
"they have Hearts and Wiſdom to improve 
them ? "Tis Children's higheſt Intereſt and 
Duty, to anſwer God's Calls, and chearfully 
comply (without Reluctancy) with the firſt 
Intimations of the Divine Will. Whenever 
the All-Mighty condeſcends to call, we ſhould 
readily and ſubmiſſively anſwer, with young 
Samuel, Speak, Lord, for thy Sercant hear- 
eth, 1 Sam. iii. 10. And when we underſtand 
his Pleaſure we ſhould not demur, but make 
Haſte to do it; and with zealous Aﬀections 
give him the Firſt-Fruits of our Time and 
Strength : Which is an acceptable Sacrifice, 
pleaſing to him, and profitable to our ſelves. 
Youth ſurely is the accepted Time, and the 
Day of Salvation; at this Seaſon we may en- 
ter the School of Chriſt, or the Chriſtian 


Race with Advantage, and by the Help of 


God, 
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God, be laying up in Store a good Foundation 
againſt the Time to come, Yea, this is the 
proper and beſt Seaſon for Proficiency, for fur- 


niſhing our ſelves with, and laying up a Stock 


of Knowledge, Experience, and Grace, againſt 
the evil Days; before the Sum, and the Moon, 
and the Stars, be darkened ; and all the 


_ Comforts and Joys of Life be fled and gone. 


(2.) Let your Improvement bear ſome Pro- 
portion, and be ſuitable to the Advantages you 
enjoy. You who are under the Diſcipline and 
. of religious Parents and Maſters, and 
have not only the Benefit of publick Inſtru- 
ctions and Prayers, but do alſo live in thoſe 
Houſes, where the Worſhip of God is conti- 
nually kept up and maintained with ſincere and 
zcalous Affections, and with a devout and de- 
cent Behaviour, may be truly ſaid to be wwatch- 
ing daily at Wiſdom's Gates, and waiting at 
the Poſts of her Doors, Prov. viii. 34. You 
have Line upon Line, and Precept upon Pre- 
cept ; every Day you have Experience of fome- 
thing or other that is inſtructing : 'The Pra- 
ctice of Wiſdom is ſet before your Eyes, and 
recommended by a good Example, and the 
Precepts of it are explain'd and repeated in your 
Ears, for your Edification. 


Anſwer, therefore, the End of ſuch an Edu- 


cation, by loving God unfeignedly, by ſerving 
him faithfully and diligently, and believing 
him {ſincerely and truly; that your Profiting 
may appear unto all Men, and may teſtify that 
you are wiſe unto Salvation. Said a Heathen 
| O 2 to 
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to his Son, Marce Fili, oportet te, jam audi- 
entem Cratippum Annum, c. © Son Mark, 
© it behoveth thee, having already heard Cra- 
© tippus a Year, and that at Athen, to abound 
© with Precepts and Inſtitutions of Philoſophy, 
© for the very great Authority both of the 
© Maſter and the City ; whereof one can ſtore 
© thee with Knowledge, the other with Ex- 
© amples.” If ſuch a Man expected ſo conſider- 
able Improvement from a Son, for the Advan- 
tage of a liberal Education, under ſuch a Ma- 
ſter, and in ſuch a Place, in fo ſhort a Time; 
What Progreſs then may not pious Parents ex- 
pect from their Children, who have lived all 
their Days in the School of Chriſt, and have 


had Wiſdom her ſelf for their Guide, and Ho- 


lineſs for their Pattern and Example? Who, 
in 'Truth, have had the very beſt of Precepts 
and Inſtitutions in the World, perpetually read 
unto them, and preſſed upon, and lived before 

m_ | k 
If ſuch Children miſcarry, and diſappoint 
our Expectations : If they prove foolith, un- 
wife, aud wicked, in the midſt of ſuch plenti- 
ful Means of Knowledge ; and inſtead of ob- 
taining that Wiſdom from above, which is 
pure and peaccable, the bleſſed Fruit of learn- 
ing the Truth as it is in Jeſus ; they have only 
gotten the Wiſdom that is earthly, ſenſual, and 
Aeciliſi, as the Apoſtle calls it, they have (by 
the Influence of ſordid Luſts and Corruption) 
wretchedly waſted and ſquandered away their 
Time, and abuſed and perverted their Talents; 
| they 
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they have took Pains to a miſerable Purpoſe, 
and made a ſorry Purchaſe, which they had 
ten 'Thouſand times better be without, than 
with, at any Time, becauſe of the diſmal Con- 
ſequences thereof. Tis a ſevere Reflection of 
the Apoſtle upon ſuch, in 1 Tim. iii. 7, S. Ever 
learning, and never able to come to the Know- 
ledge of the Truth. For as Jannes and Jam- 
bres 2withſtood Moſes, ſo do theſe « of reſiſt the 
Truth : Children of corrupt Minds, and Re- 
probate concerning the Faith. 

And what greater Marks of Reprobation 
can appear, either in Children or Men, than 
to ſee them with Fury reſiſt the Truth, to de- 
ride and ſcorn it, to live in Contempt of it, to 
be obſtinate and unbelieving under it, to be 
hardened by it, and become the worſe for it? 
God's Truth is moſt Dear and Sacred to him- 
ſelf, and can neither be ſlighted nor violated, 
without the utmoſt Danger. He that ſets it 
at naught, or hardeneth his Neck againſt it, 
ſhall ſuddenly be deftroyed, and that without 
| Remedy, Prov. xxix. 1. To eſcape this, fly to 
the Refuge that is before you, and in good car- 
neſt apply your ſelves to the Work of Inſtructi- 
on: G ce Attendance unto Reading, Exhorta- 
tion, and Doctrine. Neglect not the Gift that 
1s in . 

Let not a lazy, ſlothful Spirit, nor a cold 
Indifference, clog your Motion in the Purſuit 
of theſe Things, nor bereaye you of the Bene- 
fits of them, Let the Rudiments or Princi- 
ples of this heavenly Literature (our Text 

| ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks of) which you are learning, be ſeriouſ- 
ly minded by you, dwell with you, and grow 
up daily more and more towards Perfection, 
that by ſenſible Steps you may increaſe in every 
Part of it, and be hourly adding to your Faith 
Pirtue, to Virtue Temperance, to Temperance 
Patience, to Patience Godlineſs, to Godlineſs * || * 
brotherly Kindneſs, and Charity. 'That in 
due Time you may be perfect Men in Chriſt, 
throughly furniſhed unto all good Works, 2 Tim. 
111. 17. 2 Pet.1.5, 6, 7. Twas the Chara- 
cter of the noble Berenns, that they received 
the Word with all readineſs of Mind, and 
ſearched the Scriptures daily, Acts xvii. 11. 
This Example you ſhould follow and imitate ; 
and the more exactly you copy after them, the 
more you reſemble them; and the more you 
reſemble them in the Manner of their Practice, 
the more you ſhall ſhare with them in their 
Praiſe and Commendation. 

Give me leave to make uſe of one or two 
Motives, or Conſiderations, to perſwade you 
(if God will vouchſafe his Bleſſing) to engage 
in the Study and Practice of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

(1.) Conſider the Excellency of them. 

8 The Advantages. — 

1.) The Excellency of the Holy Scriptures 
is a ſingular Motive, to induce you to | 
your ſelves to the Study and Practice of 
them. 'True Excellence, either in Perſons 
or Things, is a moſt commendable and praiſe- 


worthy Quality, to recommend them to our 
Choice 
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Choice and Eſteem, and to endear them to our 
Afſections. Now the higheſt Excellence is the 
Pattern of all the reſt, and the nearer Men or 
Things come unto, or reſemble this, the more 
excellent and admirable they are. Thus the 
excellent Wiſdom of Solomon is ſet forth by 
Compariſon, My Lord is wiſe according to the 
Wiſdem of an Angel of God, 2 Sam. xiv. 20. 
And the excellent Piety of David is illuſtra- 
ted, by his being a Man after God's on Heart, 
and doing that which was right in the Eyes of 
the Lord, and turning not afide from any 
Thing he commanded him, all the Days of his 
Life, ſave only iu the Matter of Uriah the Hit- 
tite, 1 Kings xv. 5. But the Excellence of theſe 
Mens Wiſdom and Piety comes vaſtly ſhort of 
the Holy Scriptures ; theirs is no more than a 
comparative, impure, and imperfect one, it is 
mixed with Folly, Deceit and Sin ; but the 
Excellence of the Scriptures is perfect and com- 
plete, wanting nothing ; it hath no Flaws nor 
Defects in it, nor Droſs nor Fraud, nor Impu- 

rity, nor Uncertainty, adhering to it, nor any 
Thing whatſoever, to darken and obſcure the 
' Luſtre of it. The Words of the Lord are pure 
Words, as Silver tried in a Furnace of Earth 
purified ſeven Times, Pal. Ixxii. 6. All the 
Words of my Mouth are in Righteouſueſs, there 
is nothing froward nor percerſe in them, Prov. 
viii. 8. 
No the eminent Excellence of the Holy 
Seriptures conſiſt, in the Majeſty and Sublimity 
of their Stile, in their inimitable Senſe, in the 
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Depth of their Myſteries, and Extent of their 
Influence and Efficacy; and in the Truth, the 
Purity, the Importance, the Neceſſity, the Per- 
fection, the Sacredneſs, and Certainty, of their 
Doctrines, whether they be Matters of Duty, 
or Promiſes ; or of Threats, or Puniſhments. 
'They derived from Heaven, the Fountain of 
Wiſdom and Truth: They are the Words of 
Eternal Life ; and do bare the Marks and Sig- 
natures of a Divine Author and Original. And 
tis an endearing Conſideration, that theſe Sa- 
cred Writings are the Language of Heaven, 
ſent down from thence to form our Minds, and 
to reform and perfect our Language and Man- 
ners, that we might think, and ſpeak, and 
walk, every way ſuitable to the Profeſſion of 
our High and Holy Calling upon Earth, and 
be eminently fitted and qualified for the Con- 
verſation and Enjoyment of the Society in Hea- 
ven. How much then doth it concern young 
and old, to learn this holy Language, the Lan- 
age of Canaan, that they may underſtand it, 
and ſpeak it, and delight in it, and experience 
the Benefits of it upon all Occaſions. 


"Tis the only Divine Language in the whole 


World, and fo abſolutely neceſſary to Salvati- 
on, in all that are capable of believing, under- 
ſtanding, and ſpeaking it, that thoſe who are 
ignorant of its Laws and Duties, and live in 
Contradiction to them, and ſpeak in a Dialect 
different from them, are excluded the heavenly 
Inheritance. For nothing taketh Poſſeſſion of 
that which worketh Abomination: Prophane 

Swear- 
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Swearing, and Lying, and Blaſphemy, with 
all the Impurities and Vices of the Tongue, are 
equally deſtructive with thoſe of the Heart and 
Life. The Holy Ghoſt doth uſually rank the 
Vices of the Tongue among the worſt Actions 
of Mens Lives, and the moſt inordinate Paſſi- 
ons of their Hearts. Out of the Heart, ſaith 


our Saviour, proceeds evil J. * Mur— 


ders, Adulteries, Fornications, falſe Witneſ- 
ſes, col Speaking, Blaſphemies, Mat. xv. 19. 
And St. Paul ranks Backbiters with Fornica- 
tors, and Murderers, and Haters of God; and 
with thoſe, of whom it is expreſly ſaid, T hey 
ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God, Rom. i. 
29, 30. 1 Cor. vi. 10. So the Thief and 


the Falſe-Swearer are joined together by the 


Prophet Zechariah, chap. v. 3, 4. where he 
aſſures us, The Curſe 5 pat upon them, and 
they ſhall be cut off. So in like manner, Li- 
ars are ranked among. the Fearful, the Unbe- 
lieving, the Abominable, the Murderers, the 
Whoremongers, the Sorcerers, and Idolaters, 
who have their Parts in the Lake that burnetb 
with Fire and Brimſtone, which is the ſecond 
Death, Rev. xxi. 8: Now, what a Motive is 
the Senſe of theſe Things, to quicken and ani- 
mate every one to purſue with Vigour the 
Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, through 
Faith which is Feſus Chriſt? And eſpecially, 
when we conſider likewiſe, that this World is 
the School, or proper Place, to acquire this 
Knowledge, If therefore we play and idle 

P away 
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away the Time of Life, that is allotted us for 
this Purpoſe, and at laſt die ignorant of it, and 
Strangers to it, we are then loſt for ever; be- 
cauſe there is no retreiving loſt Time, nor re- 
covering loſt Moments beyond Death, though 
with Eſau, we ſhould earneſtly ſeek them 
with 'Tears. There is no Work, nor Device, 
nor Wiſdem, nor Knowledee, in the Grave. 
As ſoon as ever we are dead to this World we 
are paſt all Diſcipline and Inſtruction ; our 
Time of Learning and Improvement is elapſed, 
the Means are ended, the School is ſhut up, no 
more Leſſons will be read to us, nor any Im- 
portunity uſed with us. Our Tutors and Guides 
have done their Duty; they have done their 
beſt, and utmoſt, both by Precept and Exam- 
le; they have prayed and argued, and rebu- 
Fed. and exhorted, with all Lon ſuffering 
and Doctrine. They have done all that rea- 
fonable Men, good Chriſtians, and pious, 
loving Parents, could poſſibly do, to make us 
wiſe unto Salvation ; but we were deaf, and 
obſtinate, to all their Counſels and Prayers, 
we would not hear, nor learn, nor be perſwa- 
ded; we ſtubbornly reſiſted them, in their Of- 
fices of Love to our Souls. We looked upon 
them as Men that mocked, and were unreafon- 
ably troubleſome, and ſuperſtitious ; we re- 
garded their Admonitions and Prayers no more 
than the Fruit of blind Zeal, tending to make 
us Melancholly, and to divert us from better 
Company. 'Thus have we fruſtrated all their 
kind Attempts for our Good, and behold ! now 
Our . 
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our Deſtruction (which we had often Warn- 
ings of) is come upon us as a Whirlwind, and 
we ſhall not eſcape. "Twas a heavy Charge 
that the Holy Ghoſt brought in againſt Feze- 
bel. I gave her ſpace to repent of her Fornica- 
tion, but ſhe repented not, This, to be ſure, 

is an unſpeakable bitter Ingredient in her Tor- 
ments, and doth mightily exaſperate them, 
Reo. ii. 21. And, how will it increaſe and ag- 
gravate fooliſh Sinners gnaſhing of their Teeth 
in Hell, when they reflect upon God's gracious 
Dealings towards them, in not only affording 
them Space, but alſo in uſing Importunities 
with them to receive his Counſel and Inſtructi- 
on, but they would not? Oh that we! who 
are yet in the Land of the Living, in the School 
of Probation, where we have Space and Op- 
portunity, "Tutors and Governors, and Pre- 
cepts and Examples in abundance before us, to 
lead and allure us to the Love, the Study, the 
Belief and Practice of the Holy Scriptures, may 
be ſo wiſe (now at laſt) as to attend ſeriouſly 
to them, and diligently improve them ; that 
this ſorrowful Reflexion might never prove 
our Affliction, that once we had a Prize put in- 
to our Hands, but had no Hearts to improve it. 
Let the. Excellence of the Sacred Writings, 
which is great beyond Conception, and ren- 
ders them infinitely valuable and precious, be 
an Argument to recommend them to our 
Eſteem, to endear them to our Souls, and to 

uicken us ſo to husband our Time, in the Pur- 


ſuit of the Knowledge of them, that by God's 
2 Bleſ- 
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Bleſſing, we may come to be ſavingly enlight- 
ned in thera, and be made wiſe unto Salvation 
by them. 
..) Let us conſider the Advantages of the 
Holy Scriptures. Theſe are exceeding great 
and many, and are ſuited to our twofold State. 
(i.) To our inward and ſpiritual State. 
2.) To our outward and temporal One. 
(I.) They are very commodious and profi- 
table to our inward and ſpiritual State, to our 
Souls, for 'tis by their Means they be poliſhed 
and adorn'd, and enriched and furniſhed with 
the moſt excellent Qualities and Endowments ; 
our Wiſdom, Holineſs, Patience, Peace, Faith, 
Charity, Humility, &c. The Excellencies of 
gur Souls, which renders them amiable in 
God's Sight, and eminently. fits them for Com- 
munion with him in Grace here, and for his En- 
joyment in Glory hereafter, are by Virtue of 
the Holy Scriptures, as is evident from the fol- 
lowing Texts. Saith St. Paul, in the Subject 
we arc upon, From a Child thou haſt known 
the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
thee wife tinto Salvation, And, faith the Pſal- 
miſt, The Law of the Lord is perfett, convert- 
ing the Srl ; the Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, 
making wiſe the Simple : The Statutes of the 
Lord are right, rejoicing the Heart ; the Com- 
mandments of the Lord are pure, enlightening 
the Mind, Pfal. xix. 7, 8. Whatſoever Gra- 
ces or Virtues go in the Compoſition of a 
Chriſtian, are obtained by the Scriptures, as a 
Means conducive to that End. _ 
e 
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The great Chriſtian Virtue, Faith it ſelf, [ 
comes this Way; Faith cometh by hearing the | 
Ward of God, Rom. x. 17. And, without. | 
Doubt, all other Graces are inherited after the | 
ſame Manner, becauſe the Apoſtle aſſures us, 
that the Goſpel of Chriſt 7s the Power of God, | 
for the Salvation of all them that do believe, 
Rom. i. 16. (7. e.) "Tis the Means God 
makes Uſe of, to convert our Souls, and to 
produce in us every Grace that is neceſſary for 
Glory. Now the Advantages we reap from | 
theſe Graces, are very great. 'They intereſt il 
us in the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and entitle | 
us to every Mercy, ſpiritual, temporal, and 
eternal, which Chriſt Jeſus hath purchaſed, 
and will beſtow upon his choſen and beloved. | 
And fo very neceflary are theſe Virtues, to the | 
| 


« > 


Comfort and Happineſs of our Souls, that we 
cannot be without them: They are their Food | 
and Nourithment, by which they thrive to q 
Perfection ; and without which they will lan- | 
guiſh and die, to their well Being and Happi- 
neſs for ever. | | 
What Food, Phylick, Exerciſe, and Reſt, | 
are to the Body, to make it thrive, and flou- ll 
riſh, and to keep it in Repair, ſuch are Gra- | 
ces to the Soul, to revive and comfort it, and to 
fill it with Joy unſpeakable and glorious. Let | 
the Apoſtles, Men of ſanctify'd Reaſon, and | 
the beſt Judges in the Caſe, tell us, what by | 
their own Experience they know of theſe 
Things, and we ſhall be ſatisfied that they are 
very beneficial and advantageous. Saith = 
ſe 
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ſed Paul, Godlinefs is profitable for all Things ; 
it bath the Promiſe of the Life that now is, 
and of that which is to come, 2 Tim. iv. 8. 
And of Faith he faith, I /ive by it, and that 
we overcome the World with it. And he af- 
ſures us that by this Virtue, the Scripture Wor- 
thies did Wonders. They ſubdued Kingdoms, 
wronght Righteouſneſs, obtained Promiſes, 
Rtopped the Months of Lions, quenched the 
Violence of Fire, efcaped the Edge of the 
Sword; out of Weakneſs were made ſtrong, 
waxed valiant in Fight, turned to Flight the 
Armies of the Aliens, Heb. xi. 32, 33, 34. 
And Peace of Conſcience, he tetls us, is a 
Bleſſing that paſſeth all Undenſtandius, it will. 
beep our Hearts and Minds thro' Feſus Chrift 
our Lord, Phil. iv. 7. And Hope, he faith, 
is a Helmet; tis a Part of our ſpiritual Armour, 
and of great Uſe and Benefit in our Chriſtian 
Warfare. "Tis as a Cordial to revive and com- 
fort us, a Staff to ſupport us, a Bridle to re- 
ſtrain us, and a Piece of Armour to defend and 
fave us, 1 Te. v. 8. And in another Place 
he calls it h Anchor of the Soul both ſure and 
Hedſaſt, which entreth into that within the 
Feil. Tis a Grace that keeps the Soul firm, 
fafe, and ſtedfaſt, in the Midſt of 'Trials, 
Temptations, and Enemies, which ſurround 
t in this tempeſtuous World, Heb. viii. 11. 
And of Charity he faith; Ir ſuffers long, and 
7s kind, it encieth not, it vaunteth not it ſelf, 
1s not puffed up, dith not behave it ſelf un- 
feemly, it thinketh no Evil, I vejoyceth not | 
in 
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in Tniquity, but rejoyceth in the Truth. Bt 
beareth all Things, it believeth all Things, 
hopeth all Things, endureth all Things , 
1 Cor. xiit. 4, 5; 6, 7. And Patience inhe- 
rits the Promiſes, Rom. ii. 7. To them who 

patient Continuance in well doing, ſeek for 

lory and Honour, they ſhall obtain Immor- 
tality and eternal Life. And Humility is the 
moſt amiable and beneficial Virtue, it attracts 
God's Eye, and procures his Preſence. IJſa. 
Ivii. 15. Thus ſaith the high and lifty One, 
that inhabiteth Eternity, whoſe Name is ho- 
fy ; I dwell with him that is of a contrite and 

mble Spirit : To revive the Spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the Heart of the con- 
trite ones. This Virtue is fo lovely in God's 
Sight, that he likes it in whomſoever he ſees 
it, A wicked Ahab ſhall fare the better for it 
all his Days. God was pleaſed with the 
Sight of it in him, and calls the Prophet to be- 


hold the lovely Proſpect, Szeft thou how Ahab 


humbleth himſelf before me? Becauſe he hum- 
bleth himſelf before me I will not bring the E- 
gil in his Days; but in his Sons Days will I 
bring the Evil upon his Houſe, 1 Kings xxi. 
29. If we be humble Chriſtians upon Earth 
now, we ſhall be bleſſed Saints in Heaven 
hereafter. And God will neither ſuffer us to 
miſtake our Way in this Life, nor to come 
ſhort of Glory in the next. Saith the Pfal- 
miſt, The meek God will guide in Fudgment, 
and the meek he will teach his Way, Pſal. xxv. 
9. And faith our Saviour, Bleſſed are the 


Poor 


= — — — ——— — ——ů —e— 


— 


— _ — — — 


— — 
fon * W095 ˙.—— ˙ „ 9: OE. eng 


——— - 
— —— — — nee 


112 Of Knowing the Scripture. 

poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of 
Heaven, Mat. v. 2. Theſe are ſome of the 
Benefits and Advantages that accrue to our 
Souls by Means of the Holy Scriptures, and 
muſt be allowed on all Hands, to be exceed- 
ing precious and valuable ; in as much, as they 
ſerve to perfect our Beings and Nature, by ſan- 
ctify ing and improving our Faculties, by fur- 
niſhing us with ſpiritual Armour to ſecure our 
ſelves, and oppoſe our Enemies, by intereſting 
us in the Promiſes of the Goſpel, by enabling 
us to do and ſuffer the Will of God, by filling 
us with Joy unſpeakable and glorious, by pro- 
curing us the Favour of God, and ſecuring our 
Title to Eternal Life. 8 | 
( 2.) The Holy Scriptures are alſo very be- 
neficial and advantageous to our outward 'and 
bodily State. Theſe Writings are a Divine 
Revelation, and have a Divine Influence upon 
the Hearts and Minds of Men, to form them to 
Virtue, and make them wiſe unto Salvation; 
and where-ever they produce theſe Effects, 
their Advantages are very great. Solomon tells 
us, that the Wiſdom which comes by the Ho- 
ly Scriptures, hath long Life and Proſperity 
entailed upon it. Prov. iii. 16. Length of 
Days is in her right Hand, and in her left 
Hand Riches and Honour. Very well, there- 
fore, by Way of Commendation, might he 
fay in the foregoing Verſes, Happy is the Man 
that findeth Wiſdom, and the Man that get- 
teth Underſtanding : For the Merchandiſe of 
it is better than the Merchandiſe of Silver 4 

an 
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and the Gain thereof than fine Cold. She is 
more precious than Rubies ; and all the 
Things thou canſt deſire are not to be compared 
unto ber. She affords incomparably greater 
and better Things, than are to be found in this 
lower World. Her Ways are Ways of Plea- 
* fantneſs, and all her Paths are Peace. She 
i a Tree of Life to all that lay hold upon her, 
and happy is every one that ſindeth her. This 
Wiſdom procures all needful and deſireable 
Bleilings, which appertain either to our Per- 
ſons or Families, with Reſpect to the Welfare, 
Proſperity, or Safety of them: As God de- 
clares in Deut. xxvili. 3, 4, 5. Bleſſed ſhalt 
#hou be in the City, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be 


in the Field. Bleſſed ſhall be the Fruit f 


thy Body, and the Fruit of thy Ground, and 
the Fruit of thy Cattel, and the Tucrcaſe 
of thy Kine, and the Flocks of thy Sheep. 
Bleſſed ſhalt thou be in thy Basket, and thy 
Store. Bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou com- 
eſt in, and bleſſed ſhalt thou be when thou go- 
e 


Out. 

And beſides, this Wifdom will protect and 
ſecure us againſt the Enticements of Men, and 
the Allurements of a vain World. "Twill fo 
fortify us againſt their Temptations and cor- 
rupt Examples, that they all make no Im- 
preſſion upon us, ſo as to ſeduce us to Impu- 
rity, Senſuality, and Luxury. "Twill enable 
us to preſerve the Integrity of our Hearts, the 
Innocence of our Hands, the Purity of our 
Souls, and the Temperance and Chaſtity of 
; Q our 
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our Bodies, even in the Midſt of a defiling S- 
dom. T will affiſt us to quench all impure De- 


fires, to mortify all brutiſh Luſts, to ſubdue 


inordinate Paſſions, and to bring into Subje- 
ction every Thought to the Obedience of 
Chriſt. Yea, tis ſingularly uſeful to Men, to 
preſerve them from all Intemperance and Ex- 


ceſs, which do inflame, corrupt, and diſtem- . 


per their Blood, waſte their Eſtates, conſume 
their Vigour, ſhorten Life, and accelerate 
their Damnation. "Twill keep them from falſe 
and profane Swearing, and from the vile and 
ſcandalous 'Trade of Lying, and Slandering, 
the Diſgrace of their Nature, which turns them 

from rational Men into breathing Devils ; and 
produce Truth, Sincerity, and Integrity in 
their Souls, and prevail with them, from a Prin- 
ciple of Juſtice, Humanity, and Charity, to do 
unto others, what they would others ſhould 
do unto them, ſuppoſing themſelves in their 
Circumſtances : And 'twill make them regard 
Truth in all their Words, and Faithfulneſs in 
all their Promiſes. 

Laſt of All. This Wiſdom will grow up 
with our Children, and be uſeful to them in 
every Stage of Life. Twill keep them hum- 
ble and dutiful in Youth, and make them ſo- 
ber, diſcreet, and pious, in their riper and ad- 
vanced Years, Iwill aſſiſt them wonderfully 
in the Search of other Knowledge, uſeful and 
profitable to Liſe, and will be as Wings and 
Feet to carry them on, and make them ſpeedy 
in the Purſuit of it, "Twill enable them to 

chooſe 
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chooſe well and wiſely,and to diſtinguiſh rightly. 
"Twill guard them againſt Notions repugnant 
to Chriſtianity ; and teach them to extract the 
precious and profitable, from the vile and per- 
nicious, and ſecure them from a vain World, 
and a yainer Converſation, Yea, 'twill quench 


the Fear of Men, and excite the Fear of God. 
Iwill make them patient and Mentive under 


the Word: Twill teach them to profit by it, 
to be diligent about it, to live up to it, and to 
prevent Satan from depriving them of the Be- 


nefits of it. 


(3.) Let ſuch as are skilful in the Know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures; who ſo know 
them as to love them, to believe them, and or- 


der their Converſation by them, admire the 


wonderful Goodneſs of God, in vouchſafing 
to inſtruct them in the Words of eternal Life, 
while he is ſilent to others, and ſuffers them to 
ſit in Darkneſs, and in the Region of the Sha- 
dow of Death. Yea, how many thouſands be 
there in the profeſſed World, who have the 
Means of Knowledge, the Holy Scriptures, and 
all Opportunities and Advantages they can in 
Reaſon deſire, to acquaint themſelves with them, 
and be profited by them, yet will not hear, nor 
learn, nor give Attendance 2 They have no Hearts 


to mind the Affairs of their Souls, and immortal 


Happineſs; they are only ſollicitous for grati- 
fying their Animal Part: The Stream of their 
Thoughts, Deſires, and Cares, runs into a 
worldly Channel, deviſing t they ſhall 
eat, and what they ſhall drink, and where- 
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withal they ſhall be clothed. And the Reaſon 
is, God hath not given them an Ear to hear, 
nor a Heart to perceive and cbey, unto this 
Day. To you, faith Chriſt, it is given to know 
the Myſteries of the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
to them 'tis not given, Deut. xxix. 4. and 
Mat. xiii. 11. 'This diſtinguiſhing Favour of 
God, ſhould Enderly affect your Hearts, and 
in Admiration of it, you ſhould cry out, What 
are we, O Lord! unworthy, finful Duſt and 
Aſhes, that thou art pleaſed thus to manifeſt 
thy ſelf to us, and not unto others ? Where- 
in, Lord, are we better than others ? Or what 
Good doſt thou behold in us more than in others, 
to cauſe thee to prefer us to them? We all came 
from the ſame Original, and are alike guilty 
and miſerable before thee : We have offer d 
thee innumerable Provocations, both in Words, 
Thoughts, and in Actions, with the reſt of 
Mankind. We with them have abuſed thy 
Patience, deſpiſed thy Goodneſs, injured thy 
=_ and contemned thy Power : Yea, we 
ave rather exceeded than come ſhort of them 
in Wickedneſs; and therefore the leaſt of our 
Deſerts is, to be condemned with them to 
eternal Darkneſs, But O Goodneſs truly di- 
vine! Thou haſt not only ſaved us from our 
juſtly deſerved Miſery, and plucked us as a 
Brand out of the Fire ; but haſt found a Ran- 

ſem for us, thy beloved Sn, in whom thou ha 
choſen us before the Foundation of the World ; 
that we ſhould be wiſe, and holy, and with- 
out Blame before him in Love, Eph. i. 4. This 
14 
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is the Lord's Doings, and it ſhould be mar- 


wellous in our Eyes. Oh ! Seeing the Holy 
God hath been ſo good to us, and ſo righte- 


oully ſevere to others ! Seeing he hath made 
ſuch a Diſtinction between us and them, ſo 
much to our Comfort and Advantage, not for 
our Merits, but his Goodneſs Sake, how 
ſhould we admire the Favour, and bleſs the 

Donor. 'The Benefit is ours, the Work is 
God's, let us aſcribe the Praiſe and Glory of 
all to him; ſaying, Bleſſing, and Honour, and 
Glory, and Power be — m that ſitteth on 
the T hrone, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever, Rev. v. 13. 

(2.) Let ſuch as have ſtood out, and 
been ſtubborn to the eleventh Hour, and yet 
then reclaimed, which is very rare, admire the 
Patience of God, in waiting ſo long, and bear- 
ing ſo much; and his Mercy in ſaving them at 
laſt, Oh! if his Patience and Mercy were 
not infinite, you had long fince been as Sodom, 
and as Gomorrah ! Now. there are ſeveral 
Conſiderations that do ſerve to magnify the 
Divine Patienceand Mercy. 

(1.) The wretched Abuſe of the Privileges 
and Advantages of a Chriſtian Deſcent. 'The 
Children of religious Parents may properly be 
ſaid to be Pupils or Scholars, under the Guar- 
dianſhip of God himſelf, his Spirit is continu- 
ally ſtriving with them, and his Word con- 
ſtantly courting their Embraces, both in their 
Infancy, Minority, and Adult Age : And their 
Parents, and other ordinary Teachers, do 
| | concur 
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concur herein, and as Men or Inſtruments do 
their beſt and utmoſt, to carry on the Work 
with Succeſs. Though, tis true, all their La- 
bours, Prayers, and Watching, will turn to 
no Account, except God, who 1s the chief Ma- 
ſter in the School of Chriſt, doth teach With 
them; For Paul is nothing, and Apollos is 
nothing; one doth but plant, the other wa- 
ter, 71 God that gives the Increaſe, 1 Cor. 
ili. 5, 6, 7. 

(2.) The Multitude of Souls that have been 
eut off in the Midſt of their Iniquities, without 
the Exerciſe of much Patience and Mercy, is 
another Conſideration to magnify theſe Attri- 
butes of God to us. The firſt World, that de- 
rided the Preaching and Example of godly 
Noah, and would not hear nor learn Righte- 
ouſneſs from him, were quickly ſwept away 
by the Flood ; Not one of thoſe rebellious In- 
fidels eſcaped it. So the Fews in our Savi- 
our's Time, when they rejected the Lamb of 
God, and would not believe nor obey him, 
God's Patience had then done waiting upon 
them, and his Mercy pleading for them. Their 
Deſtruction is decreed, and the Things of their 
Peace hid from their Eyes; the Treaty be- 
tween God and them is ended, and though they 
might live many Years after this, yet God did 
not vouchſafe to attempt any Thing further 
for their Converſion. This was a ſorrowful 
Caſe, and did ſenſibly affect our Saviour, as is 
evident by the Tears he ſhed over them, when 
he was riding into Zeruſalem in r_ 
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Saith the Evangeliſt, Luke xix. 41, 42. And © 
when he was come near, he beheld the City and | 
wept over it: Saying, If thou hadſt known, 
even thou, at leaſt in this thy Day the Things 
which belong unto thy Peace, but now they are 
hid from thine Eyes. So Herod, no ſooner 
; ' doth his Pride lift him up, and he blaſphemes, 
but he is devoured of Worms. God had not 
Patience to ſtay to reckon with him till a natu- 
— ſhould put a Period to his ſinful 
Life. 
(3.) The Commands of God to be early and ö 
ſpeedy in fulfilling the Law of our Duty; and his | 
Threats denounced upon the incorrigible and 
T diſobedient, isanother Conſideration to magnify, | 
the Exerciſe of theſe Perfections towards you. | 
In Eccleſ. xii. 1. God faith, Remember now ” 
Creator in the Days of thy Touth ; while the | 
evil Days come not, and the Tears draw nigh, | 
when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no Pleaſure in | 
them. So Tſaiah lv. 6. Seek the Lord while + ' 
he may be found, and call upon him while he 
is near. And God threatens that his Spirit | 
Hall not always ſtrive with Men. Which 
Places of Scripture do plainly intimate, that we 
cannot begin too early, we may ſtand out too 
late ; and by repeated Provocations grieve the 
Holy Spirit to a Departure, and to leave us 
hardened, impenitent, and unrighteous for 
ever. [ 
And Laftly, Think with your ſelves what 
a mighty Struggle there has been in the Court 
of Heaven, between Juſtice and Mercy, — 
| an 
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and againſt - you, throughout your rebellious 
Courſe, How often hath the Juſtice of God 
been exaſperated againſt you, to a high De- 
oree, and lifted up her Hand in a Readineſs to 
ſtrike, and diſpatch you for ever. When the 
Divine Mercy, God's tender Attribute, hath 
as often interpoſed and prevented the terrible 
Effects thereof. If this be your Caſe, tis a 
rare one: And from the foregoing Confidera+ 
tions, we may juſtly fear, there are but few ſuch 
Inſtances in the whole World. Surely the Ra- 
rity of the Thing, doth ſenſibly affect your 


Souls with 'Thankfulneſs and Admiration to- 


wards God the Author thereof, And how 
can it otherwiſe chooſe, when you conſider 
what once you were ; that you waſted your 
Youth, and conſumed your Minority in Idle- 
neſs and Vanity ; that you ſquandered away 
the Flower and the beſt of your 'Time and 
Strength in the Drudgery of Sin, and the Ser- 
vitude of Satan : Who would not open-your 
Ears to Diſcipline, nor hear the Voice of the 
Charmer, though charming never ſo wiſely, 
Pſal. Iviii. 5. but were deaf to the Voice of 
God's Word, unmelted by the Motions of his 
Spirit, unaffected by the Counſel and Example 
of your Parents; and unperſwaded by the In- 
ſtructions of your Guides, and obſtinately per- 
ſiſting in your ungodly Courſes, in ſpite of all 
Means and Methods for your Recovery. 
Admire, highly admire, the Patience and 
Mercy of God towards you in this Space of 
Time, and under ſuch mighty ang 
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which would have tired all the Creature Pati- 

ence and Clemency in the World. Confider 

not only the wilful Sins you then committed, 

and perſiſted in, but alſo the Averſion of your 

Souls to a Reformation; and how unſavo 

and taſteleſs the Holy Scriptures, the Wiſdom 

' tbat is from above, was to you; and, what 

Excuſes you framed, from carfial Reaſon, to 

neglect and delay your Duties, and tonceal 

your, diſlike of them; and what Shifts (to 

your Shame let it be ſpoken) you uſed, to be 

out of the Hearing of them; perhaps, becauſe 

yu either thought them tedious and burden- 

ome, or elſe to prevent their Influence? Now, 

after ſo many Repulſes, Indignities and Deni- 
als you have offered the Spirit of God, his 

Word, and Servants; yea, after a Life ſpent 

in the Works of Darkn,, is it riot truly won= 

derful, that his Patience ſhould yet wait upon 
you; and that at laſt, even when, in the Judg- | 
ment of your own Minds, you deſerved to be ! 
rejected, and to be ſtripp'd of all your ſpiritual 
| Privileges, and as ſtubborn and contumacious, 
| to be turned out of the School of Chriſt, and 
turned into Hell, that then his Mercy and Grace 
ſhould prevent, and reform you, ſhould bring 
you to the Obedience of the Fuft, and make you 
wiſe, and willing to learn Righteouſneſs. 
Surely it might be ſaid of you, what is ſaid of 
TLot's miraculous Reſcue from the Flames of | 
Sodom, That while he lingred, the Lord be- 
ing merciful unto him, took him by the ans | 
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and brought him forth, and ſet him without 
the City, Gen. xix. 16. Rejoice in the Lord. 
And again, IT ſay, rejoice. e 
(Taſeiy,) Let ſuch as have reap'd the Bene- 
fit of a religious Education, and are arrived to 
the practical Knowledge of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, under the Care and Tuition of dear Pa- 
rents; conſider their Obligations to them, and 
labour to requite them; for tis owing to their 
Love, Diligence, and Conduct, under God, 
that you are what you are; that you have 
been reſtrain'd from Intemperance and Vice, in 
your Youth, that the Contagion which too 
commonly prevails, and ſpreads in this Stage 
of Life, and indangers a general Infection, 
through the Influence of bad Company, perni- 
cious Cuſtoms, and the Careleſſneſs, and faulty 
Indulgence of ſlothful Parents, hath not reach d 
and tainted you: That when others have drunk 
Hiquity like Water, and committed Sin with 
Greedmeſs and Pleaſure, and by that means 
contracted evil Habits, inſuperable to Nature, 
you have withſtood them ; and, by the Grace 
of God, have preſerved your Integrity and Up- 
rightneſs, in the midſt of a crooked and per- 


8 0 
werſe Generation. 


In a Word, to your religious Education, 
and God's Bleſſing, is owing all the Good 
that's in you, and done by you. 'This Way 
the Principles of Religion, and Grace, are 
planted, and do thrive; and this Way you 
gradually ripen, and grow up in all Chriſtian 

| | a7 | Virtues, 
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Virtues, and Praiſe-worthy Qualities, and are 
enabled to reſiſt Satan, to mortify Corruption, 
to bridle Luſts, to govern Paſſion, to vanquiſh 
Temptations, to overcome the World, and to 
will and ta do, according to God's good Plea- 
ſure. Now you requite your aged Parents, 
when you love, honour, and in caſe of Neceſ- 


ſity, ſuccour them. This is all you can do, 


and all they require. Now you honour your 
Parents, and God with them, and expreſs to 
Satisfaction your Love to them, when your 
Behaviour is dutiful and reſpectful towards 
them, and is every Way conſiſtent with the 
Obligations you lie under; and when you im- 
prove their Inſtructions, and anſwer the End 
of them. 85 
This Love (conſider) doth not conſiſt in fine 
Words, and civil Compliments, but in real 
Deeds; for Words and Compliments by them- 
ſelves are but a Picture of Love, a counterfeit 
Copy, or a mere Carcaſe without a Soul. Such 


therefore as are liberal in promiſing, but ſlow 


in performing; that will ſpeak fairly, but act 
undutifully; that with their Months do ſherv 


much Love, but their Hearts go after their 
Aeteftable Things, do not ſincerely love, and 


honour their Parents, they only diſſemble and 
flatter them. The Practice of ſuch unwiſe and 


- unhappy Children, reſembles that which the 


Prophet complains of, They come unto thee as 
thy People cometh; they hear thy Words but 
will nat do them, FEzek. xxxiii. 31. T hcu 
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art near in their Mouth, but far from their 
Reins, Jer. xii. 2. To thy Face they compli- 
ment thee, they give thee good Words, and 
fair and ſolemn Promiſes, which to Human Ap- 
prehenſion are ſineere, and the Fruit of an 
upright Heart ; but behind thy Back they con- 
tradict all, by a ſinful and diſobedient Life: 
They do not practiſe in their Lives what they 

rofeſs and promiſe with their Mouths : And 
Famed do ſhew, as Effects diſcover their Cau- 
ſes, that their Love to God is inſincere and 
defective, and that they are not ſtedfaſt in his 
Covenant. They are our Saviour's Words, 
John xiv. 23. If any Man love me, he will 
keep my Word. So likewiſe if your Love to 
your dear Parents be unfeigned, 'twill be evi- 
dent in your Behaviour and Practice; twill 
be ſeen in your Care to pleaſe them, and in 
diligently avoiding every K hing that tends to 
diſpleaſe and anger them; twill appear in or- 
dering your Converſation agreeably to the 
Education you have had of them, and in re- 
garding their Counſel, ſo as to practiſe it; 
and their Example, ſo as to follow and imitate 
it : That with them you may be wiſe and vir- 
tuous, and out of a good Converſation ſhew 
your Works wwith Mecknefs, James iii. 13. And 
with them may come to the Unity of the Faith, 
and grow up in the Karen of the Son of 
God, unto a perfect Man; that henceforth 
you be no more Children, toſſed to and fro, and 
carried about with every Wind of. Dottrine, 
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by the Slight of Men, and cunning Craftineſs, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive. But 
may grow up in him in all Things, which ts 
the Head, even Chriſt, Eph. iv. 13, 14. If 
theſe Things be in you, then may you comfort 
your Souls with theſe, or ſuch like Conſidera- 
tions ; That by the Grace of God you have 
husbanded your Time well, you have impro- 
ved your Opportunities to the Purpoſe, you 
have anſwered the End of a religious Educa- 
tion, and have amply requited your loving 
Parents, for all their Care, Expence, and 
Kindneſs towards you : For what they chiefly 
propoſed to themſelves hereby, was your ſpi- 
ritual Advantage, that you might be wiſe and 
holy. Thus, through Mercy, having in you 
their main Expectation anſwered, they bleſs 
God, commend and rejoyce in you, and reſt 
in Peace. IE | 

Perſevere, Little Children, in ſo laudable a 
Courſe, and magnify and manifeſt the Grace 


of God within you, by a ſuitable Life with- 


out you, Be Enſamples to others, in Mord, 


en Converſation, in Sincerity, in Charity, in 


Spirit, in Faith, and in Purity, 1 Tim. iv. 1 2. 


Let your Words and Actions manifeſt your 


Zeal for God, and your Wiſdom, Love, Hu- 


mility, Temperance, Moderation, and Piety, 


convince Men that you are in Reality within, 
what you profeſs without. Let your Parents 
Virtues live in you, be valued by you, ſhine 


and flouriſh with you; and uſe the ſame holy 


Zeal 
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Zeal and Diligence they did, to tranſmit them 
to your Iſſue; "they en the beſt Legacy and 
Inheritance you poſſi bequeath them, 
or can deſire to ſee re Ar in he — of: 
For they will keep them in Favour with God, 
fecure their main End, their Intereſt in Chriſt, 
and Title to Eternal Life, and ſanctify all: their 
temporal Mercies, and make them wear well, 
and laſt long, and render their Enjoyment ex- 
ceeding comfortable. Indeed, this holy In- 
duſtry t to produce Grace in your Children, is 
not only commanded, but is alſo the natural 
Product of the Grace of God in your ſelves, 
that ſweetly and powerfully leads you to it. 

God teſtifies of faithful —— ſaying, 1 
Enco him, that he will command his Chil- 
Aren, and his Houſhold after him, and they 
ſhall keep the Way of the Lord, to do Fuſtice 
and Fudement , Gen. xviii. 19. Believing 
Parents have the ſame Motives and Inclina- 
tions, and are under the ſame Concernments 
with the Father of the Faithful, to train up 
their Children and Families for God; to do 
their utmoſt; by Precept, Example, and Pray- 
er, to inform their M inds, and to reform their 
Hearts and Manners ; to make them wiſe and 
holy, that they may perſevere i in the Ways of 
the Lord, and do Fuftice, and love Mercy, 
and walk humbly with their God. Thus by 
the Divine Bleſſing, when Parents are faithful 
and ſucceſsful in teaching, and Children are 


wg and ready to learn, and diligent to im- 
prove 


— TO 
———— — 
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o and grow up in the Knowledge of the 
Holy Scriptures, and all Chriſtian Virtues, they 
are then wiſe for. themſelves, wiſe towards 
God, wiſe for Eternity, and wiſe unto Salvas 
tion: And they may comfort themſelves with 

E, this, chat the infnize and bleſſed. God will ne- 
# ver ſuffer ſuch. wiſe and holy Ones to ſe 
Corruption, He will guide them by his Coun- 
{el here, and afterwards receive them to 
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5 Edition of the Rævesend -F Learned 
Thomas Manton's Sermons on the cxixth 
Pſalm. To which will be prefix d, Some Ac- 
count of his Life and Character. 

I. They will contain at leaſt three hundred 
Sheets, in Folio. 
II. The Price to Qubſeribers will be. one 
Pound eight Shillings in Quires ; half a Guinea 


to be paid down, and the Remainder on De- 


livery of the Book. 


III. He who ſubſcribes for ſix to have a ſe- 


venth gratis, which reduces the Price to one 
Pound four Shillings ; and which being under 
a Penny a Sheet, muſt be allow'd to be very 
reaſonable. 

IV. The Book ſhall be printed, and re wy 
to deliver to the Subſcribers, on or before Mi 
ſummer Day next. 

Subſcriptions are taken in by R. Ford, in 
the Poultry. 
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Now in the Preſs, — will ſpeedily be 
_ publiſh'd, 


Ractical Diſcourſes on the principal Re- 
preſentations of the Meſſiah throughout 

the Old Teſtament. By the Reverend Mr. 
William Harris. Printed for R. Ford. - 
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